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The Earth Shall Be Full of the Knowledge of the Lord as the

Cover the Sea.—Isa. xi. 9.
«3

'Some

trust in chariots and some in horses;

10:7.
NO. 10.

posed, the first and the only member
of the family who then had a hope of
salvation. I was at the same time,
3. Saints and sinners may alike and both before and after, one of the
dread their own misery, and the most careless sinners, and yet on remisery of others. This is strictly ceiving this intelligence, I actually
constitutional, and has therefore no wept for joy and gratitude, that one
moral character. I have known that of so prayerless a family was likely to
very wicked men, and men who had be saved. Indeed I have repeatedly
been infidels, when they were con- known sinners to manifest much intervinced of the truths of Christianity, est in the conversion of their friends,
manifested great concern about their and express gratitude for their confamilies and about their neighbors; version although they had no religion
and, in one instance, I heard of an themselves. These desires have no
aged man of this description w h o went moral character in themselves. In as
far as they control the will, the will and warned his neighbors to flee from
yielding
to impulse instead of the law
the wrath to come, avowing at the '
of
intelligence
this is selfishness.
same time his conviction that there
was no mercy for him, though he felt
4. They may agree in desiring the
deeply concerned for others. Such triumph of truth and righteousness,
like cases have repeatedly been wit- and the suppression of vice and error,
nessed.. T h e case of the rich man in for the sake of the bearings of these
hell seems to have been one of this things on self and friends. These dedescription, or to have illustrated the sires are constitutional and natural to
same truth. Although he knew his both, under certain
circumstances.
own case to be hopeless, yet he de- W h e n they do not influence the will,
sired that Lazarus should be sent to they have in themselves no moral
warn his five brethren, lest they also character; but when they influence the
should come to that place of torment. will, their selfishness takes on a reIn this case and in the case of the ligious type. It then manifests zeal in
aged man just named, it appears that promoting religion. But if desire, and
they not only desired others to avoid not the intelligence, controls the will,
misery but they actually tried to pre- it is selfishness notwithstanding.
vent it, and used the means that were
.5. Moral agents constitutionally
actually within their reach to save approve of what is right and disapthem. Now it is plain that this desire prove of what is wrong. Of course,
took control of their will, and, of
saints and sinners may both approve
course, the state of the will was sel- of and delight in goodness. I can
fish. It sought to gratify desire. It recollect weeping at an instance of
was the pain and dread of seeing their what, at the time, I supposed to be
misery and of leaving them miserable, goodness, while at the same time I was
that led them to use means to prevent not religious myself. I have no doubt
it. This was not benevolence but sel- that wicked men, not only often are
fishness.
conscious of approving the goodness

they see others in misery, unless they
have some selfish reason for desiring
their misery.
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"Wherein the Experience and Outward
Life of Saints and Sinner* May Agree.
It is plain that they may be alike,
in whatever does not consist in, or
necessarily proceed from, the attitude
of their will; that is, in whatever is
constitutional or involuntary. F o r
example:
1. They may both desire their own
happiness. This desire is constitutional, and of course, common to both
saints and sinners.
2. They may both desire the happiness of others. This is also constitutional, and, of course, common to
both saints and sinners. There is no
moral character in these desires any
more than there is in the desire for
food and drink. T h a t men have a
natural desire for the happiness of
others, is evident from the fact that
they manifest pleasure when others
are happy, unless they have some selfish reason for envy, or unless the
happiness of others is in some way inconsistent with their own. T h e y also
manifest uneasiness and pain when

Let it be understood, then, that as
both saints and sinners constitutionally desire, not only their own happiness, but also the happiness of others,
they may alike rejoice in the happiness
and safety of others, and in converts
to Christianity, and may alike grieve
at the danger and misery of those who
are unconverted. I well recollect,
when far from home, and while an
impenitent sinner. I received a- letter
from my youngest brother, informing
me that he was converted to God. H e ,
if he was converted, was, as I sup-

of God, but that they often take delight in contemplating it. This is constitutional, both as it respects the intellectual approbation, and also as it
respects the feeling of delight. It is a
great mistake to suppose that sinners
are never conscious of feelings of
complacency and delight in the goodness of God. T h e Bible represents
sinners as taking delight in drawing
near to him. "Yet they seek me daily,
and delight to know my ways, as a nation that did righteousness, and for(Continued on page 2, Col. 2.)
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Holy Ghost and of wisdom. The same
equipment is needed to-day.

•m •
Recently a choice for minister was
made in the Cumberland district, the
choice falling on Bro. S. C. Eshelman.
Also in the N o r t h Franklin district,
Bro. John Musser was chosen to the
same important office. May God bless
these brethren and equip them for this
important service.

GEO. DETW1LER, H a r r i s b u r g , F a
ASSOCIATES:

BIDDER W. O. BAKER,
ELDER M. H. OBERHOLSER,
S. R. SMITH,
. . . .

Louisville, Ohio
Culberson, Pa.
Harrisburg, Pa.

GEORGE DETWILER, Office Manager

All communications and letters of business
should be addressed to Geo. Detwiler,
36 N. Cameron St., Harrisburg, Pa.

W e make room again on our editorial page for Elder Baker's selection
from the writings of Charles G. F i n ney. N o doubt it will be read with interest, and although it is long we permit it to go in without a break, so that
it can be read through at one sitting.
N o doubt some of the thoughts will be
new to many.

Entered at the Postoffice at Harrisburg, Pa., as second class mail matter.

Wherein the Experience and Outward
Life of Saints and Sinners May Agree.

f^"The dale printed after your name en the
label denotes the time to which you have paid.
Keep it in the future.

(Continued from page 1.)

EDITORIAL.
MISCELLANY.
Before this number reaches our
readers the editor will be on his way
to Canada to attend the Annual Conference, which convenes May 19, near
Gormley, Ont. On our way going
we intend to visit several days at Chippawa, Ont., and attend the love feast
at Clarence Center May 16, 17. After
Conference we plan for a visit at Berlin, Ont., where our aged mother resides and who still is glad when her
boys come home. W h e t h e r we will
take in the Bertie love feast, May 30,
31, we have not fully decided. There
is a strong drawing to do so. It is
likely that the J u n e 1 number will be
mailed a little late, possibly not before
the 4th or 5th. W e hope our friends
will permit it to be so for this time.
T h e Secretary of Kansas State
Council, Bro. M. L. Hoffman, has
kindly favored us with copies of the
minutes of the recent meeting of that
body. The Kansas brethren usually
have three days for their council, one
of which is employed in considering
questions that concern the Sundayschool. T h e recent meetings were
both interesting and profitable.
O u r brother, Samuel Groff, of
Hummelstown, Pa.,
was recently
chosen and ordained to the office of
deacon. May the Lord richly endue
him with a large measure of the Holy
Spirit. In Acts 6 we learn that the
first deacons were men full of the

sook not the ordinance of their G o d :
they ask of me the ordinances of j u s tice, they take delight in approaching
to God." (Isa. 58:2.) " A n d lo, thou
art unto them as a very lovely song of
one that has a pleasant voice, and can
play well on an instrument: for they
hear thy words, but they do them not.''
(Ezek. 33:32.) " F o r I delight in the
law of God after the inward man."
( R o m . 7:22.)
6. Saints and sinners may alike
not only intellectually approve, but have
feelings of deep complacency in, the
characters of good men, sometimes
good men of their own time and of
their acquaintance, but more
frequently good men either of a former
age, or if of their own age, of a distant country. T h e reason is t h i s :
good men of their own day and neighborhood are very apt to render them
uneasy in their sins; to annoy them bv
their faithful reproofs and rebukes.
This offends them and overcomes
their natural respect for goodness.
But who has not observed the fact,
that good and bad men unite in praising, admiring, loving, so far as feeling
is concerned, good men of by-gone
days, or good men at a distance,
whose life and rebukes have annoyed
the wicked in their own neighborhood ? The fact is, that moral agents,
from the laws of their being, necessarily approve of goodness wherever they
witnes it. Multitudes of sinners are
conscious of this and suppose that this
is a virtuous feeling. It is of no use
to deny, that they sometimes have
feelings of love and gratitude to God,
and of respect for, and complacency
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in good men. They often have these
feelings, and to represent them as always having feelings of hatred and of
oposition to God and to good men, is
sure either to offend them, or to lead
them to deny the truths of religion, if
they are told that the Bible teaches
this. Or, again, it may lead them to
think themselves Christians, because
they are conscious of such feelings as.
they are taught to believe are peculiar
to Christians. O r again, they may
think that, although they are not
Christians, yet they are far from being
totally depraved, inasmuch as they
have so many good desires and feelings. It should never be forgotten,
that saints and sinners may agree in
their opinions and intellectual views
and judgments. Many professors of
religion, it is to be feared, have supposed religion to consist in desires
and feelings, and have entirely mistaken their own character. Indeed,
nothing is more common than to h e a r
religion spoken of as consisting altogether of mere feelings, desires, and
emotions.
Professors relate their
feelings, and suppose themselves to
be giving an account of their religion.
It is infinitely important, that both
professors and non-professors, should
understand more than most of them
•do of their mental constitution, and of
the true nature of religion. Multitudes of professors of religion have, it
is to be feared, a hope founded altogether upon desires and feelings, t h a t
are purely constitutional, and therefore common to both saints and sinners.
7. Saints and sinners agree in this,
that they both disapprove of and are
often disgusted with, and deeply a b hor sin. They cannot but disapprove of sin. Necessity is laid upon
every moral agent, whatever his character may be, by the law of his being,
to condemn and disapprove of sin, and
often the sensibility of sinners as well
as of saints, is filled with deep disgust and loathing in view of sin, I
know that representations the direct
opposite of these are often made.
Sinners are universally represented as
having complacncy in sin, as having a
constitutional craving for sin, as they
have for food and drink. But such
misrepresentations are false and most
injurious. They contradict the sinner's consciousness, and lead him,
either to deny his total depravity, or
to deny the Bible, or to think himself
regenerate. A s was shown, where
upon the subject of moral depravity,
sinners do not love sin for its own
sake ; yet they crave other things and
this leads to prohibited indulgence,.
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which indulgence is sin. But it is not
the sinfulness of the indulgence that
was desired. That might have produced disgust and loathing in the sensibility, if it had been considered, even
at the moment of indulgence. For
example; suppose a licentious man, a
drunkard, a gambler, or any other
wicked man, engaged in his favorite
indulgence, and suppose that the sinfulness of this indulgence should be
strongly set before his mind by the
Holy Spirit. He might be deeply
ashamed and disgusted with himself,
and so as to feel a great contempt for
himself, and feel almost ready, were
it possible, to spit in his own face.
And yet, unless this feeling became
more powerful than the desire and
feeling which the will is seeking to
indulge, the indulgence will be persevered in, notwithstanding this disgust.
If the feeling of disgust should for
a time overmatch the opposing desire, the indulgence will be for the
time being, abandoned for the sake of
gratifying or appeasing the feeling of
disgust. But this is not virtue. It
is only a change in the form of selfishness. Feeling still governs and not
the law of the intelligence. The indulgence is only abandoned for the
time being, to gratify a stronger impulse of the sensibility. The will,
will of course, return to the indulgence again, when the feelings of
fear, disgust and loathing subside.
This, no doubt, accounts for the multitudes of spurious conversions sometimes witnessed. Sinners are convicted, fears awakened, and disgust
and loathing excited. These feelings
for the time become stronger than
their desires for their former indulgence, and consequently they abandon
them for a time, in obedience, not to
the law of God or their intelligence,
but in obedience to their fear, disgust, and, shame. But when conviction subsides and their consequent
feelings are no more, these spurious
converts "return, like the dog to his
vomit and like a sow that was washed
to her wallowing in the mire." It
should be distinctly understood that
all the feelings of which I have
spoken, and indeed any class or degree of mere feelings, may exist in the
sensibility; and further, that these or
any other feelings may, in their turn,
control the will, and produce, of
course, a corresponding outward life,
and yet the heart be and remain all
the while in a selfish state, or in a
state of total depravity. Indeed it is
perfectly common to see the impenitent sinner manifest much disgust and
opposition to sin in himself and in
others, yet this is not principle in
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him; it is only the effect of present
feeling. The next day, or perhaps,
hour, he will repeat his sin, or do that
which, .when beheld in others, enkindled his indignation.
8. Both saints and sinners approve
of, and often delight in justice. It is
common to see in courts of justice,
and on various other occasions, impenitent sinners manifest great complacency in the administration of justice, and the greatest indignation at,
and abhorence of, injustice. So
strong is this feeling sometimes that
it cannot be restrained, but will burst
forth like a smothered volcano, and
carry desolation before it. It is this
natural love of justice and abhorence
of injustice, common alike to saints and
sinners, to which popular tumults and
bloodshed are to be ascribed. This
is not virtue but selfishness. It is the
will giving itself up to the gratification of a constitutional impulse. But
such feeling and such conduct are
often supposed to be .virtuous. It
should always be borne in mind that
the love of justice, and the sense of
delight in it, and the feeling of opposition to injustice, are not only peculiar to good men, but that such feelings are no evidence whatever of a
regenerate heart. Thousands of instances might be adduced as proofs
and illustrations of this position. But
such manifestations are too common
to need to be cited, to remind any one
of their existence.
9. The same remarks may be made
in regard to truth. Both saints and
sinners have a constitutional respect
for, approbation of, and delight in,
truth. Who ever- knew a sinner to
approve of the character of a liar?
What sinner will not resent it, to be
accused or even suspected of lying?
All men spontaneously manifest their
respect for complacency in, and approbation of, truth. This is constitutional; so that even the greatest liars
do not, and cannot, love lying for its
own sake. They lie to gratify, not a
love for falsehood on its own account,
but to obtain some object which they
desire more strongly than they hate
falsehood. Sinners in spite of themselves, venerate, respect, and fear, a
man of truth, They just as necessarily despise a liar. If they are liars
they despise themselves for it, just as
drunkards and debauchees despise
themselves for indulging their filthy
lusts, and yet continue in them.
10. Both saints an sinners not only
approve of, and delight in good men,
when as I have said, wicked men are
not annoyed by them, but they agree
in.reprobating, disapproving, and abhorring wicked men and devils. Who

ever heard of any other sentiment and
feeling being expressed either by
good or bad men, than of abhorrence
and indignation toward the devil?
Nobody ever approved, or can approve, of his character; sinners can
no more approve of it than holy angels can. If he could approve of and
delight in his own character, hell
would cease to be hell, and evil would
become his good. But no moral
agent can by any possibility, know
wickedness and approve of it. No
man, saint or sinner, can entertain
any other sentiments and feelings toward the devil, or wicked men but
those of disapprobation, distrust, disrespect, and often of loathing and abhorrence. The intellectual sentiment
will be uniform.
Disapprobation,
distrust, condemnation, will always
necessarily possess the minds of all
who know wicked men and devils.
And, often, as occasions arise, wherein their characters are clearly revealed, and under circumstances favorable to such a result, the deepest
feelings of disgust, of loathing, of indignation, and abhorrence of their
wickedness, will manifest themselves
alike among saints and sinners.
11. Saints and sinners may be
equally honorable and fair in business
transactions, so far as the outward
act is concerned. They have different
reasons for their conduct, but outwardly it may be the same. This
leads to the, remark,—
12. That J selfishness in the sinner,
and benevolence in the saint, may,
and often do, produce in many respects, the same results or manifestations. For example :. benevolence in
the saint, and selfishness in the sinner, may beget the same class of desires, to wit, as we have seen, desire
for their own sanctification, and for
that of others, to be useful and to
have others so; desires for the conversion of sinners, and many such
like desires.
13. This leads to the remark, that,
when the desires of an impenitent
person for these objects become strong
enough to influence the will, he may
take the same, outward course, substantially, that the saint takes in obedience to his intelligence. That is,
the sinner is constrained by his feelings to do what the saint does from
principle, or from obedience to the
law of his intelligence. In this, however, although the outward manifestations be the same for the time being,
yet the sinner is entirely selfish, and
the saint benevolent. The saint is
controlled by principle, and the sinner by impulse. In this case time is
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needed to distinguish between them.
The sinner not having the root of the
matter in him, will return to his
former course in life, in proportion as
his convictions of truth and importance of religion subside, and his
former feelings return; while the
saint will evince his heavenly birth, by
manifesting, his sympathy with God,
and the strength of principle that has
taken possession of his heart. That
is, that he will manifest that his intelligence, and not his feelings, controls
his will.
REMARKS.

1. For the want of these and such
like discriminations, many have stumbled. Hypocrites have held on to a
false hope, and lived upon mere constitutional desires and spasmodic
turns of giving up the will, during
seasons of special excitement, to the
control of these desires and feelings.
These spasms they call their waking
up. But no sooner does their excitement subside, than selfishness
again assumes its wonted forms. It
is truly wonderful and appalling to
see to what an extent this is true.
Because, in seasons of special excitement they feel deeply, and are conscious of feeling, as they say, and
acting, and of being entirely sincere
in following their impulses, they have
the fullest confidence in their good estate. They say they cannot doubt
their conversion. They felt so and
so. and gave themselves up to their
feelings, and gave up much time and
money to the cause of Christ. Now
this is a deep delusion, and one of the
most common in Christendom, or at
least, one of the most common that is
to be found among what are called
revival Christians. This class of deluded souls do not see that they are,
in such cases, governed by their feelings, and that if their feelings were
changed, their conduct would be so,
of course; that as soon as the excitement subsides they will go back to
their former ways, as a thing of
course. When the state of feeling
that now controls them has given
place to their former, feelings, they
will of course appear as they used to
do. That is, in a few words, the history of thousands of professors of religion.
2. This has greatly stumbled the
openly impenitent.
Not knowing
how to account for what they often
witness of this kind among professors of religion, they are led to doubt
whether there is any such thing as
true religion. Again: many sinners
have been deceived just in the way
that I have pointed out, and have
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afterward discovered that they had
been deluded, but could not understand how. They have come to the
conclusion that everybody is deluded
and that all professors are as much
deceived as they are. This leads
them to reject and despise all religion.
3. Some exercises of impenitent
sinners, and of which they are conscious, have been denied for fear of
denying total depravity. They have
been represented as necessarily hating
God and all good men; and this
hatred has been represented as a feeling of malice and enmity towards
God. Many impenitent sinners are
conscious of having no such feelings;
but, on the contrary, are conscious of
having at times feelings of respect,
veneration, awe, gratitude, and affection towards God and good men.
To this class of sinners it is a snare
and a stumbling block to tell them
and insist that they only hate God,
and ministers and Christians and revivals, and to represent their moral
depravity to be such, that they crave
sin as they crave food, and that they
necessarily have none but feelings of
mortal enmity against God. Such
representations either drive them into
infidelity on the one hand, or to think
themselves Christians on the other.
But those theologians who hold the
view of constitutional depravity, of
which we have spoken, cannot consistently with their theory, admit to
these sinners the real truth, .and there
show them conclusively that in all
their feelings, which they call good,
and in all their yielding to be influenced by them, there is no virtue;
that their desires and feelings have in
themselves no moral character, and
that when they yield the will to their
control, it is only selfishness.
The thing needed is a philosophy
and a theology that will admit and
explain all the phenomena of experience, and not deny human consciousness. A theology that denies human
consciousness is only a curse and a
stumbling block. But such is the
doctrine of universal constitutional
moral depravity.
It is frequently true, that the feelings of sinners become exceedingly rebellious and exasperated, even to the
most intense opposition of feeling
toward God, and Christ, and ministers and revivals and toward everything of good report. If this class of
sinners are converted, they are very
apt to suppose, and to represent all
sinners as having just such feelings
as they had. But this is a. mistake,
for many sinners never had those
feelings. Nevertheless, they are no
less selfish and guilty than the class
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who have the rebellious and blasphemous feelings which I have mentioned. This is what they need to
know. They need to understand definitely what sin is, and what it is
not; that sin is selfishness; that selfishness is the yielding of the will to
the control of the feeling and that it
matters not at all what the particular
class of feeling is, if feelings control
the will instead of intelligence. Admit their good feelings, as they call
them, and take pains to show them,
that these feelings are merely constitutional, and have in .themselves no
moral character.
4. The idea of depravity and of regeneration, to which I have often alluded, are fraught with great mischief in another respect. Great numbers, it is to be feared, both of private
professors of religion and of ministers, have mistaken the class of feelings of which I have spoken, as common among certain impenitent sinners, for religion. They have heard
the usual representations of the natural depravity of sinners, and also
have heard certain desires and feelings represented as religion. They
are conscious of these desires and
feelings, and also sometimes when
they are very strong, of being influenced in their conduct by them. They
assume therefore that they are regenerate and elected, and heirs of salvation. These views lull them to sleep.
The philosophy and theology that
misrepresent moral depravity and regeneration thus, must, if consistent,
also misrepresent true religion; and
oh! the many thousands that have
mistaken the mere constitutional desires and feelings and the selfish
yielding of the will to their control,
for true religion, and have gone to
the bar of God with a lie in their
right hand!
5. Another great evil has arisen out
of the false views I have been expos-'
ing, namely: Many true Christians
have been much stumbled and kept in
bondage, and their comfort and usefulness much abridged, by finding
themselves from time to time very
languid and unfeeling. Supposing
religion to consist in feeling, if at any
time the sensibility becomes exhausted, and their feelings subside,
they are immediately thrown into unbelief and bondage. Satan reproaches
them for their want of feeling, and
they have nothing to say, only to admit the truth of his accusations, having a false philosophy of religion,
they judge the state of their hearts
by the state of their . feelings. They
confound their hearts with their feelings, and are in almost constant per-
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plexity to keep their hearts right, by
w h i c h t h e y m e a n t h e i r f e e l i n g s , in a
s t a t e of g r e a t
Again:

excitement.

they

are

not

only

some-

t i m e s l a n g u i d , a n d h a v e n o p i o u s feelings a n d desires, but at others

they

a r e c o n s c i o u s of c l a s s e s of e m o t i o n s ,
t h e y call s i n . . T h e s e t h e y r e s i s t b u t
t h e y still b l a m e t h m e s e l v e s for h a v i n g
them

in

their

hearts,

as

they

say.

T h u s they are b r o u g h t into bondage
again, although they are certain

that

these feelings a r e hated, a n d a r e not
at all i n d u l g e d , b y t h e m .
O h , h o w m u c h all c l a s s e s of
sons

need

ideas

of

to

what

and holiness.

have

clearly

really

per-

defined

constitutes

sin

A false p h i l o s o p h y of

t h e m i n d , e s p e c i a l l y of t h e will, a n d
of

moral

depravity, has covered

the

world with gross darkness on the subj e c t of sin a n d h o l i n e s s , of r e g e n e r a t i o n a n d of t h e e v i d e n c e of r e g e n e r a tion, until t h e t r u e saints, o n the o n e
h a n d , a r e k e p t in a c o n t i n u a l b o n d a g e
to

their

false

notions;

and

on

the

other the church swarms with unconv e r t e d p r o f e s s o r s , a n d is c u r s e d w i t h
many

self-deceived

ministers.—From

Systematic Theology by Rev. Charles
G. F i n n e y .

L e c t u r e 29, pp. 301-309.

Selected by B .
J u s t p r a i s e is o n l y a d e b t , b u t

flat-

t e r y is a p r e s e n t . — F r e n c h .

NEWS OF CHURCH ACTIVITY
IN THE

HOME AND FOREIGN FIELDS
A d d r « » s « s *f M i s s i o n a r i e s .
Africa.
H. P. and Grace Steigerwald, Abbie Bert,
Matopo Mission, Bulawayo, South Africa.
H . Frances Davidson, Adda Engle,
Myron Taylor, Macha Mission, Kalomo,
N. W . Rhodesia, care Dist. Commissioner,
South Africa.
Harvey J. and Emma Frey, Elizabeth
Engle, Mtshabezi Mission; Levi and Sallie
Doner, Mapane Mission, Gwanda, Rhodesia, South Africa, care of Blanket Mine.
Jesse R. and Malinda Eyster, Moderfontein P . O. (Intokozo Training School), via
Zurfontein, Transvaal, South Africa.
Isaac O. and A. Alice Lehman, Box 116,
Fordsburg, Transvaal, South Africa.
India.
A. L., Mrs. A. L. and Ezra Musser, Maggie Landis, No. 6 Sudder Bazaar, Dilkushi, Lucknow, India.
N. H . and Mrs. N . H. Reichard, Daltonganj, Bengal, India.
D. W. and Mrs. D. W . Zook, Sripat,
Purunia, Bankura district, Bengal, India.
J. H. and Anna Sparrow,
Raghunathpur P . O., Manbhoom district, India.
Elmina Hoffman, Kedgaon, Poona Dist.,
Ramabai Home, India.
Mrs. Fannie Fuller, Gowalia, Tank Road,
Bombay, India.
Mrs. Martha Keech, Cardington, Bedford, England.
Central

America.

Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Cassel, San Marcos,
Guatemala, C. A.

BUFFALO, N. Y.—To the readers of the
VISITOR. Greeting in Jesus name. The
report of the Lord's work at this place
has not been sent in for publication for a
while, but it is on record in heaven, and
Bro. Whisler being now at his home in
Ohio and for some time in the past on account of his mother's illness, he requests
that I write and give the spiritual condition of the work.
The spiritual-part of the Lord's work is
to us the most encouraging feature. Pocketbook (money purses) are not just so full,
but some hearts, if not so many, are filled
and full with the love of God. A few of
the workers have since the first of the year
entered into a deeper experience. Having
sought God definitely he did not disappoint
them, yet there are others who acknowledged their need that have not yet entered
into their promised inheritance.
Several
that made a start to follow Jesus within
the last months, are quite earnest and our
prayer is that they will let God have his
way in their heart and lives. Some others
are not so earnest as we would like to see
them. Such especially need we point to
Jesus who can make the vilest clean, and
whose blood cleanses from all sin, "if we
walk in the light as he is in the light."
Some fail to do this and therefore lack
full cleansing.
T h e workers here realize that not only
sunshine but battles and conflicts are
their portion, but shouts of victory are
heard from some of the pilgrims along the
way right in the midst of battle. Our God
knows no defeat. W e get and keep victory by trusting in him and keeping under
the blood.
Truly some reports have been scattered
abroad since the first of this year, which,
if they were true in every respect, it
would be a discredit to the work and
workers.
Taking a view of the work and workers
at present to the best of our judgment in
the light of God's word, we feel to thank
God for what he has done and is doing,
and not stop here, but continually look to
him that he might manifest himself unto
us in a much greater measure. W e know
we need him. W e are the clay. Our God
is the potter. W e need to let him mould
and fashion us. Some of the flock are weak.
Pray for us.
D A N I E L L. G I S H .

PHILADELPHIA, P A . — " M y little children,
these things write I unto you, that ye sin
not, and if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, the
righteous, and he is the propriation for our
sins, and not for ours only, but for the
sins of the whole world. Hereby perceive
we the love of God because he laid down
his life for us, and we ought to lay down
our lives for the brethren, but who so hath
this world's goods, and seeth his brother
have need, and shutteth up his bowels of
compassion from him, how dwelleth the
love of God in him? My little children, let
us not love in word, neither in tongue but
in deed and in truth."
Our love feast is now in the past, and
pleasant recollections
remain. Quite a
number of the dear brethren and sisters
have been with us, and truly we had
blessed fellowship one with another.
Elder Aaron Martin, our bishop, was
here. Glad that his health permitted him
to be with us. Also Bro. Daniel Wolge-

muth, Abner Martin and Fred. Bowers,
all of whom helped to herald forth the
glad tidings of free salvation. Praise his
name.
W e are glad to say that God is prospering the work. Last Sunday, April 26, four
were united to our band of workers—one
with the right hand of fellowship, and three
by baptism, two brethren and two sisters.
W e truly believe they are God's true children, and we need every one of them to
carry on the great work.
O u r Sunday-school is our nursery to the
Mission. We are glad Jesus says, "Suffer
little children to come unto me, and forbid
them not, for of such is the kingdom of
heaven." W e are glad our school is on
the increase, having had as many as one
hundred and
sixty-six
present
which
crowds our room more than ever. As the
work grows we need room and workers, so
don't be surprised if the Lord calls for
more room. Our Father is rich in houses
and .lands, he holdeth the wealth of the
world in his hands. Jesus also says, "If
ye abide in me, and my words abide in you,
ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be
done unto you." W e believe his promises
are sure and steadfast. Glory to his precious name.
No doubt many of you have heard of
Sitser Stover's sickness. She has been
sick with pneumonia for nearly five weeks;
was not able to be out of bed over love
feast, yet she was able to partake of his
suffering, which she had a great desire to
do. W e hope and trust the Lord will raise
her up again, so we can go hand in hand,
for a while yet. Truly she has been a
mother here at the Mission these last ten
years. It means much to be stationed at a
place for years, giving all for the cause, not
only the tenth but all. That is what Jesus
says we should do. Lay up treasures in
heaven, not upon earth.
Conference is coming on. I would like
to meet with you very much, but hardly
think circumstances will permit, unless the
Lord opens the way. I will close, asking a
deep interest in your prayers, especially for
my companion. Wish you
all God's
choicest blessings.
PETER STOVER AND W I F E .

3423 N- Second
BRANCH

St.

M I S S I O N , PHILADELPHIA, P A . —

Dear readers of the VISITOR. Greeting in
the precious name of Jesus who shed his
blood for the sins of the world, "that whosoever believeth on him should not perish
but have everlasting life." H o w precious
it is to know that he is an all-sufficient
Savior, and Helper, from all sins. W e
surely have a kind friend if we have Jesus
as our Friend. W e can not realize all the
goodness he shows towards his true children. If we would ofttimes stop and think
what he has done for us, and is doing at
the present time, it would more often take
us on our knees to thank God for what he
is doing.
W e are glad for what the Lord is doing
for us at this place. H e is meeting us and
blessing us from time to time. W e are also
glad that we are encouraged to go on in
the King's business, and are determined to
go on until the end.
The love feast is in the past and is on
record; and we thank God for the encouragements we received from the brothers
(Continued on page 12.)
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CONTRIBUTORS.
B l e s s t d Bock.

'Mid the wild and fearful blast.
I have reached the Rock at last,
Helpless, weak and sore dismayed,
To the cross I'll cling for aid.
Chorus.
Blessed Rock, where faith divine,
Fills with love this heart of mine,
Cross of him, who died for me,
Evermore, I'll cling to thee.
Wrecked by sin, by tempest tossed,
Compass, chart and anchor lost;
H e whose power alone can save,
Lulls the wind and stills the wave.
Rock that hides my trembling soul,
Prom the storms that darkly roll;
While beneath the surges dash,
Thunders roar, and lightnings flash.
When
I shall
When
Heart,

beyond the vale of night,
soar to realms of light;
mine eyes behold the King,
and soul and tongue shall sing.

—SELECTED by FRANCES B. H E I S E Y .
For

the
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Reconciliation.

A Sermon by J. R. Zook, at Gospel
Temple, March 8, 1908 (Condensed).
This subject allies itself with propitiation and redemption. Next Sunday morning D. V. we will take up
the subject "redemption" for special
consideration. However, at present
we will meditate on, and investigate
the great subject of reconciliation. In
order that a reconciliation might be
possible a propitiatory sacrifice was
absolutely necessary. The word "reconciliation" presupposes discord, offense, variance. The death of Christ
is represented in the New Testament
under three principal aspects: as a
ransom from the power of spiritual
death and sin; as a reconciliation of
God and man, and bringing to an end
the alienation between them; and as a
propitiation, removing the barrier
which sin interposes between God and
man, and thus making it possible for
God to re-enter into fellowship with
him again.
We have no word in the English
language that fully expresses the full
meaning of the original Hebrew word
kipper or kapper. The words cover,
pardon, condone are as near as we can
express it.
The question has been sprung—Is
reconciliation subjective only, our reconciliation to God, or objective also,
God's reconciliation to us? Let us
turn to the sacred Scriptures and
search.
"For if when we were enemies, we
were reconciled to God through the
death of his Son, much more being
reconciled, we shall be saved by his
life. And not only so, but we also
joy in God through our Lord Jesus
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Christ through whom we have received the atonement (reconciliation)." (Rom. 5:10, • 11.)
"All
things are of God who hath reconciled us unto himself through Jesus
Christ... .God was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them and
hath committed unto us the word of
reconciliation." (II. Cor. 5:18, 19.)
In the above citation it is used objectively to describe the new relations
between God and humanity brought
about by the work of Christ.
RECOCILIATION A COMPLETED

FACT.

Reconciliation must be a completed
fact before faith or feeling could have
anything to do with it. Paul, in the
above quotation declares that "we
have received the reconciliation."
Hence, it must be an accomplished
fact, because "we have now RECEIVED
the reconciliation (atonement)." This
plainly indicates that all the means and
merits of. conciliation with God lie in
the death and life of Christ," and hath
committed the WORD of reconciliation"
to us.
W H A T IS THE "WORD" OF RECONCILIATION?

"God was in Christ reconciling the
world unto himself." The wideness
and universality of this reconciliation
is plainly seen when God turned away
from Israel. How was God in Christ
reconciling the world to himself? By
"not imputing (or reckoning) their
trespasses unto them." However this
is only the negative side of it. The
positive we find a little further on
given as a riveting argument—"For
h'e (the Father) hath made him (the
Son) who knew no sin to be sin for
us; that we might become the righteousness of God in him." The doing
on God's part all that was necessary
to be done to make it right for God
to receive us back into his favor—reconciliation cannot have respect to
man alone, nor can the whole purpose
of the work of God in Christ be exhausted in a pathetic display of love,
but also the righteousness of God,
which can be appropriated by faith.
T H E NEED OF

RECONCILIATION

ON

. THE PART OF GOD.

The Scriptures ascribe indignation,
wrath, anger, jealousy to God. But
many theologians are reluctant to consider these passages seriously and
conceive of God as not only a Being
"without parts," but also "without
passions."
But anthropomorphism
has imbedded a truth of priceless
worth, for man was made in the

image of God and therefore considered, their natures originally were essentially akin. As we appreciate and
apply this great truth to Christology,
it makes the possibility of the INCARNATION more easily understood—the
difficulty is at least sensibly, removed,
and if this is available for Christology,
it is available in theology as well.
Hence it would be an error to conceive that God is a being of passionless repose and sublimely lifted above
all the fluctuations of feeling—to
which we are subject in the state of
holiness. God has sensibilities.
But, however, we are not concerned
in this discussion about divine sensibility in general, only to those of a
peculiar nature or form implied in the
anger or wrath of God. God does not
govern the world by a law above and
apart from himself as a judge of an
earthly court administers the law of
his country. If we think he does we
are forced to interpret all that Scripture says about anger or wrath in a
non-natural sense. An earthly judge
even though he had these emotions
would not betray them if possible: for
the more perfect he is as a judge the
more carefully he will suppress them.
His decisions will reveal us nothing of
his personal feelings, but purely his
determination to uphold the laws of
his country. In this light many of
our modern theologians deal with the
Scripfiires where they treat on the
anger and wrath of God. They treat
it in a thoroughly non-natural sense
as though it told us nothing of the
personal feelings of God, but only of
his judicial determination to punish
and put down wickedness by upholding a law higher than himself. But
this is not the view the Scriptures take
of God's relation to the world, for
they plainly speak of God's personal
feelings in regard to the character
and conduct of man. Primarily man
did not regard him as his judge but
rather as a Father—the Father of our
spirits, and our judge by virtue of his
Fatherhood: for as every true father
is head over his own house, so is God
head over all.
His relations to us are personal and
his government direct. There is no
law over and above him, because there
is no higher authority than himself.
The law he sustains and upholds is
that of his own life, and therefore our
life also because our life is but our
finite share in his infinite life. Every
time, therefore, we sin, we offend God
and injure ourselves, whereas obedience to divine law yields profit and
pleasure to us, and gratifies God. It
is him and not merely ourselves we
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grieve when we fall out of proper relations to him. It is him we chiefly
offend even when we do wrong to
others. "Against thee, and thee only,
have I sinned, etc." (Psa. 51 -.4.)
H U M A N ANALOGUE.

The best human analogue we have
to the moral government of God is
that of a family, and the nearest approach we have to the personal feelings of God when we deliberately do
wrong, is the bitter disappointment of
a true father who has loved and lived
for his children, when they have rebelled against him, until the filial bond
is strained almost to the breaking.
The divine Father must feel it more
because, though we may cease to be
his children in spirit, he still is our
Father as Creator and gives support
and conviction, as long as there is
hope of our return to him.

VISITOR.

God. Can we imagine or conceive
Jesus denouncing those hypocrites of
his day in cold unimpassioned language?
Is not this indictment against them
pregnant with moral indignation?
We can yet feel the fire as we read it.
We cannot question the reality of his
anger. How then can we doubt the
reality of God's anger. Was not
Christ the incarnation of God—hence
God was in Christ Jesus denouncing
the Pharisees as well as, reconciling
the world unto himself.
RECONCILIATION

ON

THE

PART OE

GOD POSSIBLE.

not

There are those who demur to a
mutual reconciliation, not only because they doubt the reality of God's
anger, but because also they doubt its
possibility, for reconciliation implies a
change of feeling and they claim there
can be no change in God.
This most certainly is misunderstanding God's
unchangeableness.
God is not a mere mechanical force,
but a living moral spirit and mind.
His character and person are unchangeable, not his feelings nor his
actions. These must change with the
changing of character and conduct of
his creatures, just because he himself
changes not. It is not he that changes
but we. If his feelings did not change
then he would necessarily change in
character.
"If we obey not, he
abideth faithful. He cannot deny
himself," therefore he must deny us;
and this unchangeableness is an undeniable evidence of his change in
feeling and action. God is angry
with the wicked every day, therefore
"Be ye reconciled to God."

the sun go down on your wrath." A
good man's anger never will be mere
blind rage nor personal resentment, it
will be a moral indignation in the
presence of wilful or deliberate sin.
And since this is true, would it not
be strange to conclude that if a man is
altogether perfect his anger will entirely disappear. This does not give
license to be angry at every annoyance,
or weather, disappointments, and
with each other, etc. The purer we
are the greater our repugnance and
displeasure to wrong-doing. We see
but one absoluet perfect Man in the
whole race—the man Christ Jesus.
Was he ever angry ? "When he looked round about on them with anger,
being grieved at the hardness of their
hearts." (Mark 3:5.) The moment
we cease to hate sin of all classes that
moment we compromise with and inbibe it. What is true of the divine nature imparted to us,- is alike true of

A man suddenly called away from
home on business, and unexpectedly
detained, sent back for an important
document stored among his papers.
With the request came directions for
opening his safe—its combination
minutely written out. The older members of the family studied these, but
were balked and puzzled; the safe resisted all their efforts. Finally, when
they retired to discuss whether the required turnings backward and forward
meant from this point or the other, a
little girl of the party picked up the
letter, busied herself with the knob,
and in a minute the door swung open.
When questioned as to her method,
she answered simply, "Oh, I didn't
know how, but I thought I'd begin
where I was and do just what uncle
said, arid it opened." There are many
of God's gifts that remain treasures
locked away from us, many of his

God the Father took the initiative
step in our redemption and paid the
inestimable price—Jesus said:
"God so loved the world (unsaved
man) that he gave his only begotten
Son, etc."
"I have nourished and brought up
children, and they have rebelled
against me." (Isa. 1:2.)
Oh, the heinousness of sin! What
it must mean to God. Is it any
wonder that he should hate it?
Hear him plead with his rebellious
children: "Oh, do not this abominable
thing which I hate." (Jer. 44:4.)
CAN A GOOD M A N H A T E S I N ?

A good man cannot remain good
unless he does and continues to hate
sin. The inspired word commands:
"Be ye ANGRY and

SIN not.

Let

promises whose riches of comfort we
never claim, because we do not seek
them simply enough. We study them,
we argue concerning their meaning,
but they yield us nothing until in some
hour of need and weakness we "begin
where we are,"' and take them as they
are spoken; then the door suddenly
swings wide. It was a wise student
of nature and the universe who wrote,
"The plainest truths are precisely
those upon which man hits last of all."
For the EVANGELICAL VISITOR.

A Letter of Encouragement.
BY S. B. HARLEY.

Dear brothers and sisters, I desire
to write something for the Lord that
would be for our good, as I always
desire to do good wherever I have an
opportunity. Several years ago some
one asked me to relate my experience
in the VISITOR which would no doubt
interest some of you. On the one
hand there are things in my experience that would be helpful, and on
the other hand, there would be things
that I think are better not mentioned.
So I will not say very much about my
experience at this time.
I thank God for the wonderful plan
of salvation, which has come to the
world by the gift of the only begotten
Son of the Father, that through him
we might have life and have it more
abundantly. It makes the children of
God rejoice when the Spirit is come
upon them. Now, let us look and see
the condition of a spiritual man as is
written in I. Cor. 15:47-50; John
3:3, 5: 1:14, 16, 12, 13; Jas. 1:18;
I. Pet. 1:3, 23, 25; Gal. 4 4 - 7 ; I. John
5 :i, 4, 5. In these passages lie many
precious truths. I am made to rejoice
in the word, for "In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God."
"By this we know that we love the
children of God, when we love God
and keep his commandments." (I.
John 5 : 2 -) We can say with a good
conscience that the word is food to the
spiritual man.
Let this be the prayer of the household of faith, that the word of God
may dwell in us richly. And not only
the word; but the power of the word,
and Spirit, so that by the power of the
Spirit we may be able to bring the
wise and foolish to the knowledge of
the truth, as it is in Christ Jesus. Today we need the word with power, so
that the power of darkness may be
shaken, and the ungodly forsake their
ways and thoughts, and turn to God,
the preserver of life, not only for this
life, or time, but throughout all ages
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Now to those who enjoy reading
the story of Jesus. Beginning on the
resurrection morning until Christ's
ascension.
(1.) T h e resurrection morning.
( M a t t . 2 8 : 1 - 1 0 ; M a r k 16:1-8, 9 - 1 1 ;
Luke 2 3 : 5 6 ; 24:12.)
(2.) The report of the watch.
( M a t t . 28:11-15.)
(3.) T h e walk to E m m a u s . ( M a r k
16:12, 1 3 ; L u k e 24:13-35.)
(4.) T h e appearance of the disciples in Jerusalem, Thomas being absent. ( M a r k 16:14; Luke 2 4 : 3 6 - 4 3 ;
John 20:19-25.)
(5.) T h e appearance to Thomas
with the other disciples. (John 20:2629.)
(6.) T h e appearance to seven disciples by the sea of Galilee. (John
21 :i-24.)
(7.) T h e appearance to the eleven
on a mountain in Galilee. (Matt.
28:16-20; Mark 16:15-18.)
(8.) Christ's
final
appearance,
and his ascension. ( M a r k 16:19, 2 0 ;
Luke 24:44-53.)
(9.) The conclusion of
John's
Gospel.
(John 20:30, 3 1 ; John
21:25.)
T h e ascension being forty days
after the resurrection. Christ being
ascended to his Father has sent the
Comforter into the world, the Holy
Spirit, who shall lead us into all truth.
W e notice there was a spirit of unbelief among,the disciples in those days,
even as it is among the professors of
Christ to-day. Thomas would not believe until he saw the Savior's hands
and thrust his hand into the Savior's
side. Blessed are they who believe
and have not seen.
Brethren and sisters, let us not be
ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it
is the power of God unto salvation to
them that believe in 'his name, to the
Jew first, and also to the Greek.
Praise the Lord that this power is for
u s ; and let us pursue until we receive
the power in its fulness, and then
we may live by this power.
W e can receive it by faith and
obedience to the holy word. May we
be waiting, and looking for the glorious appearance of Christ and his holy
angels, so that we may be gathered
into his celestial home, which he has
gone to prepare for all who love his
blessed appearance.
I realize my weakness and imperfections, but thank God for his forgiving spirit. God remembers that
we are but d u s t ; and so long as we
are in this present house we have our
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sinful form to contend with. But
when we leave this corrupt house and
enter the incorrupt, then we shall be
like h i m ; for we shall see him as he
is. Praise our dear L o r d for this.
Remember your weak brother in
your prayers.
Trappe, Pa., April 15, 1808.
For

the
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Experience in Healing.
.BY H E T T I E E.

PRITZ.

I received something during the
meeting at the Messiah Home, which
I had long looked for and will not
soon forget.' I had suffered with
rheumatism for years. I was not bedfast, but at one time I was unable to
walk for two weeks. Again, I was so
stiff in my joints that I did not know
how I should walk or get .up and
down stairs. The pain seemed to increase and my left arm was withered.
I still said I could not tell how the
feeling was. It got less and I had no
strength in it.
I did not know what to do with myself. I wept and prayed m u c h ; wanted to get the faith from .God to be
healed, but it seemed I could not.
Then something seemed to say to
me if I would not give myself up and
grasp that faith I would become all
over my body like my arm was. So I
wept and prayed much, and said,
"Lord, not my will, but thine, be
done."
Being in great pain I asked a few
of my sisters at the home to come to
my room as I wanted to have a talk
with them. W h e n they came we all
prayed. All at once the pain left me,
but I doubted there, and the pain came
back just as before. But I just
thought I must give up my all for God
then I would be healed. Then I
worked and talked and prayed to
G o d ; I would do for him whatever he
would ask of me if it was his will to
help me and take away all my pain.
So I continued two days and two
nights. A t last I could not pray anything but only say, Lord, not my will,
but thine be done. As I prayed this
so earnestly I fell asleep. T h e next
morning the healing came. N o one
can grasp it save those who receive
such a great blessing. I received a
double blessing which I never can forget. I thank God for it all, and I feel
I want to do my Master's will in all
things.
I suffered much but nothing compared with what Jesus suffered for
me. Now while I am well I feel led
to wait on the sick. It seems to me I
don't do enough for them, but, by
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God's help, I will do all that God asks
of me. Since I started to wait on the
sick I like it so well I just can't do
enough. I wish all God's children to
pray for me.
For

the
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A Sinner Saved by Grace.
B Y JACOB M I S E N H E L T E R .

I am impressed to write and tell
how the Lord is leading m e ; not in
my own s t r e n g t h ; but by God's help
and by the help of the Holy Ghost.
I will tell my experience.
May
these few lines help some one and God
get the glory out of it is my prayer.
"Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all
that is within m e ; bless his holy
name." I am on the way for thirteen
years trying to serve God, but O ?
what a time I had—sometimes up and
sometimes down, more down than u p .
I saw every one's faults but my o w n ;
the worst were my own, but, thank
God, he has taken that all out of me,
bless his holy n a m e !
T h e Lord did not let me g o my own
w a y ; one year ago last winter when
we had such a wonderful time at the
Mission, (Chicago), and the power
of the Holy Spirit came among us and
did such wonderful things for u s ;
on that Lord's day we had no time to
eat or to do anything else but praise
God for what we saw and felt. W e
shall never forget that day, bless his
holy n a m e !

t

i

T h e same evening the Lord so wonderfully blessed me and healed me ;
five months before I fell and hurt my
shoulder; all summer I could scarcely
use my arm, and when I laid on t h e
floor at the Mission in the " u p p e r
room," that evening under the power
and the saints kneeling around me
praying, I felt a hand move down to
my feet from my shoulder, and I was
healed and baptized with the H o l y
Spirit.
W e have an " U p p e r - R o o m " at the
Mission where many battles have been
fought, and God never lost a battle.
N o doubt there is a blessed memory in
many hearts of this " U p p e r - R o o m , "
bless his holy n a m e !
F o r three months not one evil
thought crossed my heart, I could
praise God night and day, I will never
forget what good times Bro. Menagh
and I had with the Lord in prayer.
But temptations came, I looked to
others and my eyes were turned off of
Jesus, I lost power and Satan got the
best of me. I went that way a few
months, but, thank God, he followed
me, bless his holy n a m e ! H i s goodness and mercy followed me and the

1

EVANGELICAL

'8o6i 'Si AUJ^]
Spirit was striving within me day and
night. O ! how I suffered night arid
day on the street every step I m a d e ;
some days I cried, "Lord don't let me
go back where I came from, out of
the gutter." I could not sleep, O !
how the Holy Spirit must have been
grieved, not only Jesus but others that
knew my condition, but, thank God
for his promises. Jesus said, ''None
shall pluck them out of my hand."
Last thanksgiving when Bro. K r i der from Shannon, 111., was holding
meetings here, God took hold of me
and sanctified me anew, and I walked
with him ever since. Bless his n a m e !

t
I

t

Never before has the Lord revealed
himself so much to me as during the
last few months. Brothers and Sisters in Christ, I learned a lesson I will
never forget. God helping me, my
determination is by God's help and the
powers of the Holy Spirit and the
prayers of the saints, I will go
through.
O, what a blessing it is to know we
have some praying for us when we
need it, and God surely is a prayer
hearing and prayer answering God.
If he would not answer prayer I
would be in hell long agp. W e had
in our Sunday school lesson last
Sunday about The Good Shepherd.
H e is my Shepherd. Look at the
sheep, some full of sickness an^l sand^
burs all over, that is the condition I
was in when the Lord found m e ; full
of meanness and sin, corruption, blasphemy and drunkenness from the soles
of my feet to the crown of my head,
and he cleaned me up and put a new
song in my mouth, and put me on my
way rejoicing. Bless his holy n a m e !
Brethren pray for m e ; I need your
prayers. Give God the glory—I hope
these few lines will be a blessing to
some. God will help us, all he wants
is our will; this is a personal work,
stop looking at others. Jesus tells me
" W h a t is that to thee follow thou me."
May God help me never to grieve him
again, for he has done so much for
me, I have been a drunkard and the
Lord picked me up out of the gutter,
full of sin, even through the whole
catalogue of sin, but he can make the
vilest clean. Bless his name.
P r a y for us here in Chicago, for the
Mission and workers. T h o u g h we are
few in number, we feel strong in
spirit, for God says, " F e a r not little
flock," I will never leave nor forsake
thee.
I have given my life and all for the
Master and his work.
IOI;

West 5pth St., Chicago, III.
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Thoughts on the Tongue.
J. A.

BOSSLER.

"Let your speech be always with
grace, seasoned with salt,—that which
is good to the use of edifying, that it
may minister grace unto the hearers."
(Col. 4 : 6 ; Eph. 4 : 2 9 ) .
God never created us without a purpose, neither did he ever give us a
gift or bestow a blessing upon us but
what he had a purpose in it; and that
purpose was to live in fellowship with
and to glorify him, and to do good
unto our fellow beings. No man lives
unto himself or dies unto himself.
W e are so constituted that the influences of our lives are inevitably for
good or evil, and seeing that to be the
case, how carefully we should live that
none of our deeds should help on the
cause of sin. God has purposed that
we should be bestowers of good in all
we do and think and say; but things
are often done that, though unconscious to the doer, work not for the
upbuilding of the one to whom done
not to edification.
T h e reason that men do wrong is
because their heart is evil, and the
channel through which more evil is
done than any other is that of the
tongue. An instrument capable of
doing much good, if preverted, is also
an instrument capable of doing much
evil; so is the tongue. If the tongue
is used only for good, how many souls
may be warned to flee from the wrath
to come, and perhaps of those, numbers be saved; how many good, helpful instructions may be given to those
in trouble! how many words of comfort, joy, peace and cheer can be mutually h a d ; how many snares may be
escaped by our kind words of admonition and warning. But woe, woe,
if it be the instrument—the outlet of
an evil heart—to evil; how many lives
may be influenced to reject the Lord,
to go on in sin, and finally make their
bed in hell; how many broken hearts,
yea, even untimely g r a v e s ; how many
souls have been made to stumble, fall
and were destroyed in the realm of
grace by undue speech; but even, says
James, therewith bless we God, the
Father, and again we read of it blaspheming him. "Death and life are in
the power of the t o n g u e " ( P r o v . 18:
21).

With what member can such great
havoc be made as with the tongue?
God has not designed it so, but that it
should be the channel of great blessings. H e has appointed it to carry
his gospel—to preach it; by the fool-

ishness of preaching to convince the
ungodly to believe to the saving of
their souls. (Rom. 10:14, 15, 17).
H o w lofty a position !
Now we might blame it severely as
the source of all this evil and applaud
it for the g o o d ; but we must remember that it is only a channel and the
source of the flow is from within the
heart. " O u t of the abundance of the
heart the mouth speaketh" (Matt. 12:
2 4 ) . T h e way to have a right speech
is to have a right heart. Grace can,
thank God, make our words blessing
bearers, and it alone. Praise God.
H e can conquer the unconquerable.
Hallelujah. The words are the index
to and show what is the treasure of
the soul (Matt. 12:34).
(Quoted
above.) W e might try to bend our
words to more of a goodly manner,
but yet we have the same fountain
on hand. God can change the fountain and cause our words to help people to God, to help them on in God,
and to glorify God.
But now let us that name the name
of God examine ourselves. Now,
beloved, it is grievingly surprising,
yea, wounding to the soul to hear
some dear people that name God's
name talk. Lord help us. W e find
nowhere in the W o r d where we are
to tell one another how wicked our
countrymen are, even when very vile,
or less still of our brother's fault.
One has said, "we have no right to
speak -of the vileness of the drunkard
lying in the ditch." Man, out of God,
at his best, is fallen deep enough, and
surely our influence should not press
him lower still, for our calling of God,
is to help men up. Will your remarks
of any sinner's wrong better him any ?
and not rather make the thing still
darker? Oh, clear ones, let us, if we
can sav nothing good, say nothing at
all. The best of us are none too holy,
and need all the help we can get.
Less still should we speak of "our"
brother in the household of the Lord,
though perhaps w r o n g and not just
what he might be. Neither should
we listen to tales told about him.
Shame on us. W e should be a blockade in the road of every tale. H o w
often tales when dissected are found
false and some poor child of God has
had to bear the blunt of the reproach
you helped to herald. Let us not do it
any more. Believe not anything u n less clear, seen evidence is had, then
go first before believing to the party
against whom it was accused.
W e are of course not to sanction
any evil: but when it is clearly and
convincingly found true we should tell
him the wrong of the deed, warn him
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of the danger and exhort him to
amend his ways in a kind, tender, loving way, though firm, yet rather in
tears than h a r s h n e s s ; remembering
that we too are in the flesh as he (Gal.
6:1).
Not only so, but we should much
less speak of or believe reports against
the gospel minister. H o w many a
real, holy servant of God has had his
influence spoiled and usefulness hindered; how many a heart, possibly a
sinner's, has been made to feel bad
and weep, and perhaps even dispair,
because of those failing to not speak
evil and not to believe false reports.
Let us shun it, for the sake of precious
souls for whom Christ died, even for
our own sake. Your soul never was
blessed talking about people. Carefully we say it, but we can kill people
spiritually with our tongue. ( R e a d

Jas. 3)It is a dark picture; but God by his
grace is able to make our tongues
blessing bestowers, a balm to the
weary and an ointment to the wound.
H o w often has godly admonition been
apples of gold in pictures of silver;
how has the depressed, tested child of
God been enlivened by just a cheery,
godly greeting? And oh, the unlimited good that may be done and blessings bestowed by a tongue in union
with, and under the control of God!
While it has abounded 'in sin, it can
also abound in grace.
Life is short, we only live once, let
us have our hearts right, and bend
every fiber of our being to glorify God
and to do good to man. And may our
"speech be over with grace, seasoned
with salt,—and of that which is good
to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace to the hearers (Col. 4 : 6 ;
E p h . 4 : 2 9 ) . T h e g race' o f our L o r d
Jesus be unto you all and preserve you
faultless in love unto that Great Day,
Amen.
Testimony.
BY

MARY

STORM.

Dear readers of the VISITOR : Greeting in Jesus' name. By the help and
grace of God I will write a few lines
for the VISITOR. I have felt it my
duty before but put it off, but now I
will try and be obedient. I have been
in the service of the Master for a few
years and can truthfully say it is a
much better way to live than in sin.
Oh I do want to ever go on in this
good way and be a true follower of
Jesus, for he has done so much for me,
and will do still more if we will put
our trust in him. Satan has been try-
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ing to keep me from writing this, saying, O, it is nothing worth while to
write. But I do feel blessed for writing this and trust it may encourage
some one else, as it always seems so
encouraging to me to read the experiences of the dear ones who are so
happy, trusting in Jesus. A n d to the
unsaved I would say don't put off the
good work of salvation for a more
convenient season for it will never
come. " N o w is the accepted time;
now is the day of salvation." This is
the first letter I have ever written for
the VISITOR and it seemed quite a difficult task, but I want to follow the
Lord in all things and do as he wants
me to do. Pray for me that I may
ever prove faithful and never weary in
well doing.
Ever your sister in Christ,
Stevensville,
Out.
International S. S. Convention.
T h e Conventions of the
International Sunday-school Association are
the greatest religious gatherings of
the continent. T h e Twelfth Triennial
Convention will be held in Louisville,
Kentucky, June 18-23, 1908, and it is
anticipated that 2,500 regular delegates, and several thousand other
visitors will be in attendance. T h e
program promises to be one of the
most practical, inspiring and helpful in
the history of the Association. One of
the vital features of the gathering will
be the consideration of the work of the
Lesson Committee, and the election of
fifteen persons, known as " T h e International Lesson Committee - ' to select
the lessons that are to be taught in
more than 150,000 Sunday-schools of
North America.
A graded course of lessons covering
the entire range of the Sunday-school,
will be proposed for adoption so that
where Bible classes desire, special
courses may be taken other than the
general lesson for the whole school.
T h e relation of the Sunday-school
to the great commission, missionary
work, will have places of honor on the
program. Saturday evening, J u n e 20,
the series of moving pictures secured
by the Y o u n g People's Missionary
Movement, in the mission fields of
Japan, China. India and America, a
year ago, will be exhibited, with descriptions and explanations by Mr. R.
C. Diffendorfer, of New York, Sunday-school Secretary of the Movement. There will be four great Missionary Mass Meetings in four of the
largest churches of Louisville, Sunday
evening, J u n e 21.
A' superintendents' congress, under
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the leadership of General
Secretary
Marion Lawrence, will'be a feature in
which at least 1,000 superintendents
are expected to be in attendance.
There will also be a teachers' congress. N o t a large proportion of the
1,500,000 Sabbath-school teachers of
United States and Canada will be
needed to make a number of overflow
meetings.
An important
Conference
on
"Methods of Teacher T r a i n i n g " will
be conducted by Prof. H . M. Hamill.
Chairman of the International Committee on Education.
F u r t h e r particulars may be obtained
by addressing the Chairman, W. N .
Hartshorn, 85 Broad street, Boston,
Mass.
Th» School of Life.
I have recalled gratefully, again and
again, a word that my drawing master
gave me when I was a little lad. I
had set the copy before me and was
trying hard to reproduce i t ^ b u t alas
what crooked lines. H o w impossible
it was to be anything like the picture
before me. Smudged and messed by
many rubbings out and many failures,
trying only made the matter -worse.
Then came the master, and took the
pencil and in the. twinkling of an eye
the thing was done, every stroke firm,
straight and exact. T h e n my despair
was completed. I tried, so hard and
failed so utterly and he had done it
without trying at all. I laid down the
pencil with a sigh and said, " I shall
never draw." . "Nonsense," said the
master cheerily, patting me -on the
shoulder, "You can draw as well as I
could when I was your age." " I
mean it," he said. W h a t , there was
a time when he bungled and blundered? I looked up in amazement. " I
meant it," he said, and I was lauded
and lifted up. T h a t was gentleness
and he made me great. It was not the
copy only. It was not ashamed of the
blundering little pupil, it came down
to be a child that it might help the
child up towards the artist. Look at
it. Is not that the very gospel of God ?
God hath made himself one with us
that he may make us one with himself.
Sel. by

SR. K A T I E W I N G E R .

I t is not for us to breathe always
the soft atmosphere of the valley,
however soothing it may b e ; the bracing air of spiritual heights strengthens
the souls to ascend towards the grandeur of its immortal destiny.—Selected.
" A counterfeit silver dollar may
shine as bright as a genuine one, but
it can only make its way by lying."
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THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL.
Bro. Engle's M S S . failed to reach us up
to the hour when we had to go to press,
hence the substitution from the " W o r k man Quarterly."
Lesson 9. May 31.—Jesus risen from the dead.
John 20:1-18. Golden Text: [I am] The Living
one; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive for
evermore. Rev. 1:18.
I Now on the first day of the week cometh
Mary Magdalene early, while it was yet dark,
unto the tomb, and seeth the stone taken away
from the tomb. 2 She runneth therefore, and
cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them,
They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb,
and we know not where they have laid him. 3
Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and they went toward the tomb. 4 And
they ran both together: and the other disciple
outran Peter, and came first to the tomb; 5 and
stooping and looking in, he seeth the linen cloths
lying; yet entered he not in. 6 Simon Peter
therefore also cometh, following him, and entered
into the tomb; and he beholdeth the linen cloths
lying, 7 and the napkin, that was upon his head,
not lying with the linen cloths, but rolled up in a
place by itself. 8 Then entered in therefore the
other disciple also, who came first to the tomb,
and he saw, and believed. 9 For as yet they
know not the scripture, that he must rise again
from the dead. 10 So the disciples went away
again unto their own home.
II But Mary was standing without at the tomb
weeping: so, as she wept, she stooped and looked
into the tomb; 12 and she beholdeth two angels
in white sitting, one at the head, and one at the
feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. 13 And
they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou?
She saith unto them, Because they have taken away
my Lord, and I know not where they have laid
him. 14 When she had thus said, she turned
herself back, and beholdeth Jesus standing, and
knew not that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus saith unto
her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest
thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener,
saith unto him, Sir, if thou hast borne him_ hence,
tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take
him away. 16 Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She
turneth herself, and saith unto him in Hebrew,
Rabboni; which is to say, Teacher. 17 Jesus
saith to her, Touch me not; for I am not yet
ascended unto the Father: but go unto my brethren, and say to them, I ascend unto my Father
and your Father, and my God and your God._ 18
Mary Magdalene cometh and telleth the disciples
I have seen the Lord; and that he had said these
things unto her.
[Copyright
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Commit to memory verses 15, 16.
Daily Food:
John 20:1-10. T. John
20:11-18. W. Matt. 28:1-15. Th. I. Cor.
15:1-11. F . I. Cor. 15:12-26. S. I. Peter
1 :i-g. S. Rev. 1:9-i8.
~*
When?
Sunday morning early, A. D. 30.
Where?
T h e sepulchre and garden.
Who?
Mary Magdalene, Peter, John,
Jesus.
Introduction.—Joseph
and
Nicodemus,
both members of the Sanhedrin, buried the
body of Jesus, as we learned i n our last
lesson. The body was partly embalmed
and laid in Joseph's new tomb. During
the Sabbath the Jews obtain a guard from
Pilate to watch the sepulchre so that the
disciples could not steal the body of Jesus.
Very early on the first day of the week, the
resurrection takes place, accompanied by
an earthquake. An angel of the Lord descended and rolled away the stone from
the sepulchre. This brings us to our lesson.
COMMENT AND WORD STUDIES.

( V. 1) First day of the week: Our Lord's
Day, or Sunday. It seems to have been observed by the early Christians, in commemoration of the resurrection, as their
special time for public worship (Jno. 20:19,
20: Acts 2 0 : 7 ; I. Cor. 16:2; Rev. 1:10),
and to have gradually superseded the
Jewish Sabbath. Mary Magdalene:
Out
of whom seven devils had been cast. Not
the sinful woman who came behind Jesus at
the table. Sepulchre: tomb. It was cut out
of stone, and was above ground. It was
built by a rich man for his own
personal use, so he was "with the rich
in
his
death." (V. 2) Have
taken
away:
Some one has removed the body
from the tomb. W e see that she had
no thought in her mind of the resurrection of Christ. She supposed that his enemies had removed the body. (V. 6) The
napkin, with the linen clothes: T h e graveclothes were probably of the fashion worn
in life, but swathed and fastened with linen
bandages, hundreds of yards being sometimes wrapped round and round a body,
and spices laid between the folds. T h e

head was covered with a separate bandage.
(V. 9) Knew not the Scripture:
T h e predictions of the resurrection, such as Psa.
16:10, quoted in proof by Peter at Pentecost (Acts 2:27). Christ had predicted his
resurrection, but t H e y understood not.
( V . 11) Stood
weeping:
Because
she did not understand that he was
risen
and was now living. H a d she
understood, she would have rejoiced.
( V . 13) Why weepest
thou:
Not said
as a rebuke for her weeping, but in
sympathy for her
distress.
(V. 14)
Turned herself
back: Satisfied that he
whom she sought was not there, and not
encouraged to enquire further from the
angels. (V. 16) Mary:
At the sound
of that name, in that familiar tone of
voice she was thrilled. She was enabled
by it to recognize as living the Master
whose dead body she had been seeking.
There was no mistaking that voice. Rabboni: Blessed Master.
It was an expression of her joy and acknowledgment of him
as her Lord and Master. (V. 17) Touch
me not: At once she recognizes him, and
falls at his feet, clinging to him as though
fearing to lose her treasure. H e kindly rebukes her by saying, "Be not clinging to
me, but go and tell." According to Bush,
Brooks, and others, our Lord was just on
the point of ascending to bear the priestly
tokens of his sacrifice to heaven to present
them to the Father. ''Touch me n o t ; " for
I have hot been within the veil. The law
forbade it (see Lev. 16:17) ; therefore touch
me not. / ascend unto my Father:
"I
am now ascending." I am just on my way
into the holiest of all, to appear in the presence of our common Father. Not very
long after this he permitted two other
believing women to embrace him. W e can
only infer that meanwhile he had ascended,
and presented the finished sacrifice to his
Father, and fulfilled the ancient symbol to
the very letter.
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Daily Food:
M. John 20:19-31. T.
Luek 24:13-24. W. Luke 24:25-35. T.
Luke 24:36-48. F. Acts 1:1-9. S. Acts
13:16-33. S. Rom. 10:1-13.
When?
A. D. 30. Evening
after
Christ's resurrection, and on same day a
week later.
Where?
An upper room in Jerusalem.
Who? Jesus and his disciples.
Introduction.—This
lesson follows directly upon the last, in John's Gospel.
Comparing the other Gospels it appears
that there were five appearances of Jesus
on the day of his resurrection. The first
was to Mary Magdalene, as related in the
last lesson; the second to the other women as they were returning from the sepulch-e (Matt. 28:9, 1 0 ) ; the third to
Simon Peter (Lu. 2 4 : 3 4 ) ; the fourth to
the two disciples going to Emmaus (Lu.
2 4 : 1 5 ) ; the fifth to the disciples at Jerusalem, Thomas being absent (v. 19 of this
lesson). One week later Jesus appeared to
the disciples when Thomas was present.
Jesus standing in the midst, calmly saying,
"Peace be unto you,'-' the usual salutation
of friendship and love. Note.—The Lesson Committee has arranged a Whitsuntide .lesson for those who prefer it to the
present one.
COMMENT AND WORD STUDIES.

(V. 19) The same day: On the first day
of the week, the day of the resurrection of
Christ. Doors were shut: Jesus had been
put to death, and the disciples evidently
feared that they would be arrested, and
hence they held their meeting at night with
closed doors. (V. 20 Showed them his
hands:
T o convince them that he was the
same person. Peace beunto you: " T h i s i s t h e
salutation of the high priest of Israel after
sacrifice has been offered and accepted. T o
get the significance of it, see Lev. 3:6-11,
Num. 6:24-26; Eph. 2:14, 17; Col. 1:20.
As my Father hath sent me: Sent me to
preach, to be persecuted, and to suffer, to
Practical
Applications.—I.
Mary who
make known his will and to offer pardon
sought Jesus weeping, was the first to find
for sin. So send I you: T o do the work
him. 2. Jesus left everything connected
of Jesus, but to do it in his name. This is
with earth and death in the tomb. H e is
the misison of the minister of the gospel.
alive for evermore. 3. Should have a
(V. 22) Breathed on them:
God breathed
love so deep as to lead us to rise early to
a living soul into man's body when he made
seek the truth concerning Jesus. 4. Man
it, so Christ breathed his Spirit into his'
is ignorant in every sense of the word undisciples. Receive ye the Holy Ghost: T h e
less he knows the Scriptures, and that One .
impartation of the Spirit now is a foretaste
of whom they treat. 5. " H e calleth his
of a fuller imparting of him on Pentecost.
own sheep by n a m e ; " they, like Mary,
This was a step of preparation for that.
"know his voice." 6. W h e n our hearts
(V. 3) Whosoever sins ye remit:
Those
burn with his love, he cannot be far away.
who have the Spirit in his fulness, as the
7. When you find Christ your sadness
Apostle had, can discern the ways of sin
will be turned into joy and peace. 8. W e
and repentance in others; and Christ gave
should, like Mary, hasten to tell the good
them authority to say where sin is pardonnews to others.
ed and where it is not (Acts 5:1-11; 8-21;
13:9). There is no authority here or elseLesson 10. June 7.—Jesus appears to the
where in God's word for the practice of
Apostles. John 20:19-31. Golden Text: Thomas
private absolution after private confession
answered unto him, My Lord and my God. John
of sin. (V. 25) Except I shall see, etc.:
20:28.
Tt was certainly unreasonable to doubt the
19 When therefore it was evening, on that
testimony of the ten disciples and unreasonday, the first day of the week, and when the doors
able to make the condition that he did. H e
were shut where the disciples were, for fear of
was specially hard to convince. H e was
the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst and
saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 20 And
skeptical. (V. 26) After eight days: T h a t
when he had said this, he showed unto them his
is on the return of the first day of the week.
hands and his side. The disciples therefore were
glad, when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus thereThomas was with them: Perhaps in hopes
fore said to them again, Peace be unto you: as
of meeting Jesus. H e was not happy, his
the Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 22
doubts gave him no peace. They never do.
And when he had said this, he breathed on them,
and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Spirit:
So he came next Sunday to the gathering
23 whose soever sins ye forgive, they are forgiven
place of the disciples. (V. 27) Reach hither
unto them; whose soever sins ye retain, they are
thy finger, etc.: H e graciously gave Thomas
retained.
such evidence as was suited to his state of
24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called
Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.
mind. Be not faithless,
but
believing:
25 The other disciples therefore said unto him,
There is evidence sufficient. It will be
We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them,
Except I shall see in his hands the print of the
well for every one to heed these words of
nails, and put my finger into the print of the
Christ to Thomas. (V. 28) My Lord and
nails, and put my hand into his side, I will not
my God: This was Thomas' declaration of
believe.
faith in the resurrection and in the divinity
26 And after eight days again his disciples were
within, and Thomas with them. Jesus
cometh,
of Jesus. H e rises in his faith to the full
the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and
height of a true believer. (V. 29) Thomas,
said, Peace be unto you. 27 Then saith he to
because thou hast seen me: Looked upon
Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and see my
hands; and reach hither thy hand, and put it into
me. T h e faith of Thomas would have been
my side: and be not faithless, but believing. 28
more pleasing to Christ if he had believed
Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord
and my God. 29 Jesns saith unto him. Because,
at once. Have not seen, etc.: A believer
thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed
in this twentieth century, suffers no loss beare they that have not seen, and yet have because he has not seen Christ in the flesh.
lieved.
T h e blessing of eternal life is promised t&
30 Many other signs therefore did Jesus in
the presence of the disciples, which are not writthose who believe without seeing. Not
ten in this book: 31 but these are written, that
written:
Many were recorded by the
ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
other evangelists that John does not menof God; and that believing ye may have life in his
name.
tion, and many others were not recorded at
[Copyright
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verses 19, 20.

(Continued on page 14.)
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Detwiler, 36 N. Cameron St., Harrisburg,
Pa. Canadian
Currency
is
discounted
with us.

Harrisburg, Pa. May 15,1908.
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BIBLE

OFFER

W e are able to offer our subscribers a
good C O M B I N A T I O N B I B L E with the
EVANGELICAL VISITOR at a small cost.

For

$3.25 ( I N D E X F I F T Y CENTS E X T R A ) we will

send the Bible prepaid to any address in
the United States or Canada, and the
EVANGELICAL VISITOR for one year.

This

offer holds good for renewals as well as
new subscribers.
T h e special feature of this Bible is that
it gives the AUTHORIZED and REVISED VER-

SION of the Bible in one volume, without
increasing Size or Weight, or Diminishing
Size of type. It is a Self-pronouncing
Teacher's Bible which, without omitting a
feature or disturbing the Text, points out
all the words and passages wherein the
two versions differ, giving the Revised Version of each at foot of page, together with
A Very Full
Concordance,
containing
over 40,000 References; History and Summary of the Books of the Bible;
Historical,
Chronological Tables; New Subject
index
to the Bible; a Dictionary
of
Scripture
proper Names,
with their
Pronunciation
and meaning; Tables of Miracles, Parables,
etc.
T h e binding is E x t r a French Seal, Divinity Circuit, Round Corners, Red under
Gold Edges, Flexible Back, L E A T H E R
LINED.
Address EVANGELICAL VISITOR,

36 N. Cameron St., Harrisburg, Pa.
Our City Mission*.
Philadelphia, 3423 N . Second street, in
charge of Brother Peter Stover and Sister
Stover.
Buffalo, N . Y., Mission, 25 Hawley
street, in charge of Brother George Whisler and Sister Effie Whisler.
Chicago Mission, 5956 Peoria street. I n
charge of Sister Sarah Bert, Bro. B. I.
Brubaker and Sister Nancy Shirk.
Des Moines, Iowa, Mission, 737 Ninth
street. Church, Thirteenth and University Ave. In charge of Eld. J. R. and
Sister Anna Zook.
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Love F e a s t s .

N o t e s from t h e N o u n t a i n W o r k .

Pennsylvania.
Cross Roads,
May 13, 14Pequa, Lancaster county,.
May 30, 31.
(Come by Millersville and Pequa trolley
line. Leave car at B. Morton's shop, which
is a short distance from the church. Teams
will be provided for those not able to walk
the distance.)

BY ABBIE CRESS.

PUBLISHERS' NOTICE.
To SUBSCRIBERS :—I. Our terms are cash
in advance.
2. W h e n writing t o have your address
changed, be sure to give both old and new
address.
3. T h e date on the printed label will
show to subscribers when their subscription expires.

VISITOR.

Under the blessing of God it is my privilege once more to bring the Mountain
W o r k before you. Another large box h a s
been sent to the South. T w o full suits of
very good clothing, purchased from o u r
Abilene clothier, were sent to two of the
mountain workers. I will just put in some
Mastersonville,
J u n e 3, 4.
Mechanicsburg, Pa.,
June 6, 7 . ' extracts from the letter I received.
Graters' Ford,
June 6, 7.
Dear Mother Cress: God bless you and
Lykens Valley,
June 10, 11.
wonderfully pour out his Spirit upon you.
The box came two days ago—so many good
At the home of Sister Mary Ann Landis,
things—God bless you and your kind helpR. R. station, Millersburg. All are corers. H a v e not opened the new suits yet, as.
dially invited.
the workers are out in the mountains; will
Silverdale,
J u n e 13, 14wait until they come in. T h e transportaDauphin and Lebanon,
May 27, 28. tion was free, thank God. These blessings
are all so much appreciated. What a reAt the home of Joseph McCorkle two
union we all will have when your children
miles southeast of Hockersville, which is
gather around you in glory; O hallelujah!
the nearest trolley point. Nearest railroad
I can hardly wait. Glory to God: shouts
station Swatara on t h e Reading road.
are in my soul. Yes, my wife, Mary,
knows just what will fit each one, just by
Air Hill, Franklin c o u n t y , . . . . May 16, 17.
looking. She is the greatest woman on
Montgomery M. H.,
J u n e 9, 10.
that line I ever saw—never makes mis(R. R. station, Greencastle.)
takes. O, I am so glad for my faithful
helpers. Praise God, I don't know what
Ohio.
more to s a y ; my heart is so full of praise
and gratitude to God, expression seems alRichland and Ashland,
June 6, 7.
most a failure. I must tell you a little of
Highland,
June 6, 7.
my experience (please take note of t h i s ) .
Valley Chapel, Stark Co.,
June 13, 14.
Came home from a trip Saturday, tired of
course. Sunday (Easter) I taught a S u n (All day meeting on Saturday. A genday-school class at 9.30; preached a t
eral invitation is extended, and a special
eleven; married a couple at 2; held Bible
invitation to ministers.)
study at 2.30; preached again at 7. T h e
Sunday before I preached at 10, drove three
New
York.
miles, preached at I without dinner, bapClarence Center,
May 16, 17.
tized five, drove one mile, had a little lunch,
then drove twelve miles, preached again,
(Delegates going to Conference are inwithout any supper. Tired? Of course I
vited especially to stop over for this meetwas, but, O glory, I feel so good in my soul. »
ing.)
We expect to begin tent work now. Dear
brother
Mitchell has purchased another
Indiana.
tent: now we have two tents, God is giving
Nappanee, Union Grove M. H., May 16, 17.
us more workers.
(All are cordially invited, especially
Your Son in the Gospel,
those going to Conference via Chicago.)
A. J. TOMLINSON.
Kansas.

I wish to thank each one who helped m e
in the past in t h i s good and God-given
work among the poor Mountain whites. I
am sending this out with special prayer
Canada.
that those who have the love of God in
Markham,
May 23, 24. their hearts, and the testimony of Jesus,
Nottawa,
May 30, 31.
will stand by me in this work. Means a r e
Black Creek,
May 30, 31.
much needed. T h e railroads are doing a
Wainfleet,
J u n e 6, 7.
good part by me in giving free transporHowick,
J u n e 6, 7.
tation. Help me pray the united prayer
Waterloo, Rosebank M. H . , . . . . J u n e 15, 16.
for this work, for soon our work on earth
(Railroad station, Petersburg.)
will be done. Let us redouble our diligence
«• •
and at last hear that glorious welcome,
(Continued from page 5.)
well done.

Bethel,
Clay county,

June 6, 7.
June 13, 14.

Your sister in Jesus seeking to save t h e
and sisters that met with us. W e were
poor and the lost,
surely encouraged, but it is not what we
M R S . ABBIE CRESS.
have done, but it is the fellowship of the
Abilene, Kans. Route 4.
saints of God that brings joy, as the
RECEIVED FOR T H E W O R K .
Psalmist says, "Behold how good and how
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together
In his name, $5; Valley Chapel Sundayschool, Canton, Ohio, $3-ZS; mottos valued,
in unity.
$3-75; i n his name, $ 2 ; in his name, $ 1 ;
"It is like the precious ointment upon
a sister, Zion district, $5; a sister, Zion
the head that ran down upon the beard—
district, $ 3 ; a merchant, Abilene, $2; in h i s
even Aaron's beard, that went down to the
name, $4.50.
• m*
skirts of his garments.
F r o m Bro. a n d Sr. Long.
"As the dews of Hermon and as the dew
that descended upon the mountains of Zion
After the meetings of niy former report
for there the Lord commanded the blesswe
were invited to hold a meeting at Union,
ing, even life evermore."
Ohio, in the M. E. house of worship,
It is true, as it says, where there is unity
which we did for one week. T h e town
there is power. Brother Aaron Martin and
has been neglected to some extent in way
some of the brethren met with us and gave
of house to house visitation and spiritual
us much encouragement, and we give God
encouragement. W e visited many families
the glory.
in and out of town. T h e meetings were
Remember us in your prayers.
well attended when the weather was favorYours in Christ..
able. Only one came forward for prayer
ABRAHAM LANDES AND W I F E .
and we trust that the young lady will fully
jop W. Norris St.
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yield herself to the Lord. W e sowed the
seed of the word, as the Lord gave ability,
but we are conscious of the fact, with the
apostles of old, that the increase must
come from God. We were glad to be used
of-the Lord to lead two families to make
peace where enmity had existed. W e also,
prior to said meeting, met with the Brethren in Donnelsville over Sunday; had two
meetings, one 10 a. m. and 7.30 p. m. W e
were glad to once more meet with them.
W e found that age and the labors of years
are making marks on the bodies of our
esteemed brethren, Elder Winger and Bro.
Ulery.
On Monday following, by arrangement,
we met in prayer-meeting at the home of
our aged brother Kunkle in Medway, who
is ninety years old. H e has been in the
ministry a long time. His mind seems
quite active, and it was a treat to meet one
so old and yet so full of life and vigor on
all lines. A number of sisters in town met
with us in his home and we had a blessed
meeting.
After the meeting at Union closed, Bro.
Samuel Hoke, of West Milton, Ohio, Bro.
Harvey Miller, of Englewood, and myself
took a trip to Texas where the colony will
locate about November. Their purpose in
going was to see the country, while my
purpose chiefly was to arrange for the
building of a school-house to be ready
when needed, which will also be used-for
Sabbath-school and preaching services.
If the matter would not have been attended to until Pall the building would have
had to lay over until the following year.
Now we have the promise of the arrangement being made for this year.

f

*

On our return we met with the brethren
at Pairview on Sunday forenoon and in the
evening at Bethel. On the following Tuesday we went to Dayton and there visited
all the members. Prom there we went to
Springfield and visited Bros. Wingerts and
Ulerys. From there we went to Mansfield,
Ohio, and were met by our esteemed
brother, Eld. B. F. Hoover, who took us to
his home, where we enjoyed their hospitality, and on Lord's day morning he took
us to Ashland county, where we met with
the dear saints. From there we came to
North Fairfield to visit our niece, formerly
Lizzie Tice, married to Albert Newton.
She is one of the isolated members. She
has no chance of meeting with the brethren, but seems to be happy in the Lord.
On our way from Dayton we stopped in
Osborn to visit our aged sister Kauffman.
H o w glad we were to meet her and see
how well and happy she is in the Lord.
H o w much such isolated members are
neglected. It seemed to cheer her to have
us visit them. We were glad to see her so
well cared for, as she and her husband are
both old, but they have a daughter who
shows the love and esteem due aged
parents, and only such children who have
God-fear and love are inclined to do for
parents what they need. W e also visited
our esteemed and sorely afflicted sister
Whisler, whose end is near unless God will
do a special work. It is blessed to see one
so fully resigned to the will of God. P r a y
for us.
Yours in faith until Jesus comes.
T. A. AND MARY J. LONG.

Faith brings us near to God. Unbelief
puts us from God when we are near to
him.—John Bunyan.

EVANGELICAL
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Silikokola.
H e came carrying a little grain to exchange for salt, this old man, Silkikokola.
H e sat down and gently clapped his hands
as a salutation. H e said he was sick, and
as we looked at the thin, weak body, we
had no reason to doubt his word; so a little tea and bread were given him to
strengthen him for the homeward trip.
T o learn that he was the father of one of
our workmen did not lessen our interest
in him.
Later on one of our trips among the
people we came to his hut, and found that
he had grown much more- feeble than
when he was at the Mission. H e was very
glad to see us and could scarcely stop
clapping his welcome. As his time seemed to be so short, O how we did wish
that our tongues were more ready in the
language to tell him the things of God.
After that, it was our privilege to visit
him occasionally; and as he seemed so
destitute of every comfort; and was gradually becoming more and more feeble,
bread and tea would sometimes reach his
hands or a paper of salt; and once when
only a small piece of blanket was left to
cover his thin body, a warm new blanket
was sent to take its place.
Over and over again he would express
his thanks for these small favors, and as
he learned to know about God and his
love, he would lift his. hands and eyes
to heaven and thank God too for sending
those who were interested in him.
He
continued to grow more and more feeble.
T h e last time it was our privilege to visit
him, he seemed so much interested in the
things of God. By this time our tongues
were a little more loose in the language,
and how he did listen to the old, old
story. H e seemed to drink in every word
and accept the message as from a Higher
Power. And who shall say that Christ
did not enter that poor bony frame, and
take up his abode in that heart which
seemed so open to the influence of the
Spirit?
Later it was said that he had gone, and
his home being only a mile from the Mission, the death wail was soon borne to our
ears. Although it was already night, and
the journey somewhat wild, yet it seemed
best for us to go and pay our respects to
the dead. Mingled with this, n o doubt,
was some curiosity to know what the people did at such times. So Sister Engle,
David and myself, together with several
of the school boys started, taking the lantern to lighten the way. After, a rather
dewy trip with the tall grass flapping in
our faces, we reached the place.
First was a number of men sitting
around a fire and talking. Near them
were four or five lying on the ground
wraped in their blankets. Next was the
hut of the deceased, in which the women
were sitting around a fire talking and
passing their pipe. In front of this hut
was the newly made grave. Although he
had died that day, the ground had been
pounded down and made even with the
rest of the ground so that only the practiced eye would have thought of looking
there for a grave. Shelled corn
was
strewn around as food for the departed
spirit, and on top of the grave stood the
widow with ashes upon her head and face.
She held in one hand the two spears of
the one who had died, and in the other a

13
gourd as a rattle. This she shook from
time to time, beating time with her feet,
and at the same time sending forth a doleful wail. Beyond her were six men carrying spears, battle-axes, and one a gun.
They were marching back and forth, back
and forth, and wailing at the top of their
voice. This continued all the time we
were present, except that the two head
men stepped out of the ranks to bid us
welcome and again to bid us farewell.
Four nights are usually spent in such
demonstrations, the intervals being occupied in feasting. As this man was very
poor, his funeral
demonstrations
were
very tame compared with many. Sometimes a number are armed and look very
fierce as they make a feint to attack one
another. At one funeral not so far away
nine cattle and four goats were killed.
T h e last time we were over where the
old man lived, we saw that a little booth
had been built over his grave and in it
were some skulls of animals, his stool,
carrying pole, drinking gourd, etc. T h e
place will be a sort of shrine where his
descendants will offer to the departed.
H.

FRANCES

DAVIDSON.

Macha Kission.

Dear Bro. Detwiler: Enclosed is a
short article about one of the old men
who has just passed away. Some of
your readers may be anxious to know
more about us personally, and therefore I will add a few line's. We have
all been enjoying good health for
which we are thankful to him who has
so wonderfully kept us. Bro. Taylor
is feeling quite well again, even better,
he says, than before coming to the
Mission. Last Saturday he and David
walked twelve miles to hold meeting at
one of the kraals. He thinks, however, that it is advisable for him to refrain as much as possible from writing
and study for the present.
The rains are over quite early this
year. While this has been somewhat
detrimental to the gardens and fields,
yet it opens the way for doing more
kraal visiting, and we are endeavoring
to take advantage of the nice weather.
The work seems to be quite encouraging and we trust that the
brethren and sisters will prevail before God for this dear people and for
us, his messengers, that God may
work unhindered to the salvation of
many precious souls. A number of
the older ones have come to the altar,
and we hope they may indeed learn
to know Christ in the pardon of their
sins'. Last Sunday one of the older
ones prayed, "Lord, we do not want
to worship the spirits any more, we
want to worship you. Forgive our
sins." Among those that came forward were two chiefs.
We have a very interesting Sundayschool. One Sunday Sister.Engle had
thirty-four women in her class. The

EVANGELICAL
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International Lessons are scarcely
suitable for our purpose, so we agree
upon the lesson and find it necessary
to repeat the same lesson two or three
Sundays in succession.
In the review before the school,
some rather amusing answers are
given, as they get things badly mixed
up sometimes. It reminds one somewhat of the infant classes in America.
They are improving however. Of
course the class of school boys compares very favorably with similar
classes in other Sunday-schools.
Some of the boys are beginning to
find the Lord in the pardon of their
sins. In the inquirers' class the last
time it met they were asked to raise
their hands, all those who realized that
the Lord had pardoned their sins. A
number of hands went up. Among
those who remained quiet was one of
the large boys, Simakanda. He looked so sad, and we knew he seemed so
earnest and had confessed his sinful
state, so he was asked what was the
difficulty. He says, "I do not know
whether God has forgiven me or not."
I. John i :o was then explained and
before the explanation was finished
his face brightened up and he quickly
raised his hand and said, "I know now
he has forgiven them."
We rejoice in what the Lord is
doing in our midst, and yet it is with
trembling, for we know how unstable
these people are and how easily they
are turned aside. We must pick them
up like little children and carry them
to Jesus.
The town of Kalomo is of the past,
not even a post-office is there any
more. Our letters should be addressed as formerly, however, as there is
still an office of the District Commissioner there and our letters will continue to come through him. Under no
consideration send money orders to
Kalomo or to Livingstone. London
or South African drafts can be sent
to us or money orders to Bro. Steigerwald.
Yours in the Master's service,

VISITOR.

doctor to examine us, even when we will
have no medicine. So we called a doctor
in. H e said my whole right lung was all
overrun with blood. I spit blood for over
a week, and was very low. This last year
I had weak heart which made it very
dangerous. T h e doctor left some medicine of which I took a few doses. But that
night I felt that my heart would not stand
it, and I felt that the Spirit was grieved.
T h e joy had left me because I took it out
of the Lord's hands. Then I put the medicine away and soon the Spirit said plainly,
"Just one touch." Before that I could
not sleep and had great heat'and thirst, but
that night I slept soundly from 9 p. m. to
3 a. m. When I awoke I felt the Lord had
undertaken for me, and f r o m . t h a t time I
began to mend. Glory to his name. My
lung healed nicely. I was very much out
of order through my whole, body, but
everything came into its right order just
as those dry bones did that lay on the field
when the prophet Ezekiel preached. O, it
was a wonder in our eyes and to the whole
neighborhood. Many came to see me.
The doctor and most of the people thought
I would not get up again. O, I feel to lift
up Jesus as my Righteousness, Sanctification, Healer and coming King. O, it is so
good to trust in the Lord. P r a y for me.
Your brother in Jesus,
JACOB H .

MOYER.

I n L o T i n g M e m o r y of D ' a r c y H i s a y .
Our bright loving D'arcy has gone t o his
home,
No more from his Savior in sin will he
roam;
Gone where the pardoned and bloodwashed ones are,
Gone home to Jesus, the Bright Morning
Star.
H e took the diphtheria while out in the
West,
And the Spirit was near him, and gave
him rest,—
'Till he called on the Great Physician in
heaven,
And his heart was made whole, his sins
were forgiven.
When peace from above flooded into his
his soul,
When his sins were all pardoned, and he
was made whole;
Such sweet joy and happiness then came
to him,
That he longed to depart from this world
of sin.
So the Savior who loved him took him
gladly away
T o the land of sweet promise of unending
day,—
Where he'll meet with the loved ones gone
on before,
And together they'll sing on the bright
golden shore.

H . FRANCES DAVIDSON.
March

20,

1908.
. » •
T e s t i m o n y of Healing;.

Dear brother Detwiler, and readers of
the VISITOR. Greeting in Jesus' name.
May the good Lord bless Bro. DetwHer in
his loneliness, but not alone; Jesus is with
us all. Let us pray for each other. It will
not be long, then we can meet to part no
more. T h e Lord has done great things for
me.
Seven weeks ago I got sick with the
worst kind of pneumonia, but the Lord was
very near. T h e Spirit spoke very plainly
to me. H e said, "Peace, be still." But I
got worse all the time. My intention was
to have no doctor but the law requires a

W e will miss his sweet voice that forever
is stilled,
O h ! that vacant chair can never be filled!
W e miss him at morning, at noon, and at
night;
But he's left this dark world for a place
far more bright.
Some day we hope to meet him on high,
Where we shall experience neither worry
nor sigh;
Yes? some day the redeemed ones will
meet up above,
Where all shall be joy, sunshine and love.
L E N A CARMICHAEL.

Delisle,

Sask.

• ^ •
•
I would that all party names and party
creeds were forgotten and that all would
sit at the feet of Jesus.—John Wesley.

[May
S P F C I A I I re CONFERENCE.

The Pennsylvania party going to Conference will leave Harrisburg, Pa., next
Sunday night, the 17th inst., at 11.10.
Arrangements have been made to take t h e
party through by the all rail route, reaching Toronto about 4.40 p. m. and Gormley,
on the C. N. O. at 6.40 p. m. T h e fare
from Buffalo to Toronto will be $1.50 one
way if there are one hundred in the party
traveling on one ticket, or for ten or more
traveling on one ticket $2.00 one way.
Arrangements have also been -made for
going to Toronto by boat. If there are
fifty or over in one party the return fare
from the upper bridge on the Canada side
will be $1.55 for the round trip good
going May 18 or 19, returning not later
than May 25. The car leaves at the upper
bridge at 9.20 a. m. to connect with the
10 a. m. boat.
• The following letter has also been received from Bro. D. W. Heise supplementary to his letter in our last issue:
GORMLEY, May

7,. 1908.

George Detwiler,
Harrisburg, Pa.
Dear Brother. Greeting: Since writing
re Conference
regulations the railway
company has changed its time-table slightly. T h e time now is as follows: Leaving.
Toronto at 9.00 a. m. and 5.00 p. m. A r riving at Gormley at 10.09 a - m - ar>d 6.09
p. m. Delegates will ask for Convention
tickets from Toronto to Gormley Conference, which will be issued by the C. N. O.
at one and one-third fair for the round
trip. You will please make these changes
in the next issue of the VISITOR if this
reaches you in time.
Yours in Christian love,
D. W.

m ^ •
ADDITIONAL LOVE

HEISE.

FEAST.

A love feast will be held at
burg, Pa., June 6, 7, 1908.

Martins-

CHICAGO MISSION I M P R O V E M E N T .
One
added
note.
made

more fifty dollar pledge has been
to the four reported in our former
Let others whose heart the Lord
willing report without delay.
THE

SUNDAY-SCHOOL.

(Continued from page 11.)
all (John 21:25). ( V . 31) These are written:
Recorded in this gospel.
That ye
might believe:
This was the design of
John in writing his history of the life of
Jesus. T h e result of faith is "Life in his
Name."
Practical Applications.—1.
W e should
meet for worship upon "the first day of t h e
week." 2. Jesus is never confined to time
nor place. Anywhere and at all times w e
may expect his presence. 3. T h e risen
Christ comes to his disciples when they
most need the comfort of his presence.
4. The longer a skeptic the harder to become a believer. 5. Jesus risen is t h e
remedy for all doubts and fears. 6. Faith
is deeper and firmer than sense and sight.
7. The grand result of true faith is "Life
in his Name."
There are people who would not steal a
pin, would not hurt a house fly, would
not take a spoonful of intoxicating liquor
for a beverage, but who think nothing of
robbing a man of his good name, sticking
the knife of scandal into a neighbor's back,
and passing around a bottle of libelous
drink about an absent human brother.
Here is a vice to which good people a r e
addicted. "Thou shall not bear false witness against thy neighbor" deserves a
place among the mottoes that hang o n
walls of societies, at street corners and in
homes and hearts.
"The broadest meaning of Christianity
is life, devoted life of human brotherhood,
and the call upon men is that they should
enter into the field of action."—Selected.
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REPORTS OF FUNDS.
Foreign Mission Fund.
Report for March and April.
GENERAL F U N D .

I

•
"*-

Receipts.
Kate Davidson, $ 5 ; J. M. Landis, $ 5 ;
Mrs. Daniel Grove,'$5; S. G. Engle, $20;
Jno. W. Elabarger, $5; Jacob S. Witmer,
$20; Donegal district, Pa., $20; Pairland,
Pa., S. S., $23-; Lebanon district, $27; H a r risburg, Pa., district, $70; B. S. Herr, $25;
Chas. Baker, $5; a helping hand, Ohio, $40;
Nottawa Brethren, second line, $13; Lizzie
G. Lenhart, $5; Isaac Krupp, $70; Abilene,
Kans., Brethren. $45.50; Bethel, Kans.,
d i s t , $54.47; A. J. Heise, $40; A. B. Niesley, $8; Dayton, O., district, $16; W. E.
Bohen, $5; H . E. Bohen, $25; M. G.
Engle, $10; In His Name, $5; Sr. Kauffman, $« ; Abilene, Kans., S. S., $30.60;
Abilene church, $106.42; Elizabeth Schrock
Estate, O.. $50; Mrs. J. B. Caskev. $ 3 ;
Pleasant Hill, Kans., S. S.. $17.55: Belle
Springs, Kans., S. S., $5.17: Belle Springs,
Kans., church, $169.78: Markham. Ont.,
dist., $27: Carland Mission S. S., $12.50;
a sister, $3; Manor, Pa., district, $5o; B.
J. Winger and family. $8; Jno. D. Winger,
$ 1 ; S. B. Stoner, $10; Wainfleet. Ont.,
church, $71; Black Creek, Ont., church,
$232.25: Clark county, $3.50; W. P. Kern,
$20: Stayner, Ont., $8; Buffalo Mission
church. $21.50; Walpole, Ont., church,
$8.50; Richland and Ashland, O., district,
$26; Morrison Cove, Pa., district, $13.50;
Valley Chapel, O.. congregation, $41.05;
Amanda Dohner, $5.
MULE FUND.

J. A. Reichard, $5 ; Samuel Reichard, $5;
Jno. Schaefer, $10; E. E. Coble, $25; H . S.
Engle. $10: James Eyster, $10; J. B. Curry,
$10; Mrs. M. M. Yoder, $5; W. O. Baker,
$5; Mary L. Grove, $5; D. B. Keeports,
$10; Amanda Philippi, $ 3 ; A. B. Wingert,
$5; Markham, O n t , S. S., $16.66; an Ohio
sister, $10; a brother and three sisters, $9;
J. E.. Bowers, $10; B. S. Herr, $ i a ; Belle
Springs church, $20; Ridgway, Ont., $10;
Henry Schneider, $10; D. V. Heise, $10;
Susan Levengood, $2; Hannah Martin, $ 1 ;
E. P. Groff, $10; S. B. Stoner, $10; John
B. Engle, $10; Bro. and Sr. Ebright, $2;
D. B. Wenger, $1 ; J. R. Ebersole, $2;
Nancv Ebersole, $2; Bethany S. S., Okla.,
$23; Nancy A. Shirk, $10; VV. H.
Kreider, $5.
DISBURSEMENTS.

Jesse Winger, for sundry articles to take
to Africa, $18; Bro. Steigerwald, $244.50;
Frances Davidson, $244.50; Harvey J.
Frev, $244.50; Levi Doner, $244.50 A. L.
Musser, $244.50; Bro. Steigerwald
(for
mule), $244.50; cablegram. $7-94RESCUE

H O . .E AND GIRLS' SCHOOL

FUND.

Receipts.
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Katie Ann Myers, $104.00.
(The readers will note what Bro. Climenhaga says about him reporting the sums
donated for paying for a mule for Bro.
Steigerwald with the General Fund. W e
have however separated them in this report,
for the sake of convenience.—Editor.)
T o the many friends who respond so
cheerfully to the calls for help when there
is need: You will notice that I have reported the offerings given towards securing a mule for the Matopo Mission in with
the v.eneral Fund. I have done this because I believe that all who help support the
foreien work are interested in the success
and prosperity of the work on all lines, and
are concerned that those who bear the burdens of the work shall be supplied with
needful comforts.
Some desired me to
apply part of their donation to the Mule
Fund and the remainder to the General
Fund. However it seemed best to enter all
the offerings to the General Fund and then
use the sum needed to buy a mule from
that fund. You will notice that many
liberal offerings have been received. The
one who donated the five hundred dollars,
as reported two months ago, used these

words, "I submit it to the discretion of the
F. M. B. to apply it where they think it
will accomplish the greatest good." Others
make use of similar statements, entrusting
the money to the care of the F. M. B.
Some will say, ''You know best where it
is needed."
I must confess that under these circumstances when I am thus entrusted with
money with such confidence. I realize my
responsibility and at times it makes me
feel very humble and unworthy. But I
cannot see that we can have anything better than one general fund kept well supplied, out of which all the needs can he
met:
We have now forwarded an extra £$o
sterling to Bro. Steigerwald. with the request to secure a riding beast, providing it
meets his app: oval. Should it not meet his
approval the money is in his care for the
general needs of the work. I trust these
few lines may in no way discourage any
one. but rather encourage, and that all may
see the great need there is of a united
Brotherhood.
I am glad for the encouragement I have
received in this work. At times the burden
seems quite heavy. Pray for me and for
the success of the work.
Yours faithfully in much love,
P. M.

Stezensville,

CLIMENHAGA,

Ont.

Treasurer.

• •» •
M e s s i a h H o m e Orphanage Report.

The following contributions to the Messiah Home O'rphanage, since last report,
February 15, 1908, were given to be used
for general support, school purposes and
payment of loans. Mary Yinger. $2; H. A.
Garman, endowment fund, $10; H. A.
Garman, collection, $37.50; Fanny and
Elizabeth Brechbill, $6; Ezra Martin and
wife, $5; Dauphin and Lebanon district,
$25; D'. Meyers. $ 1 ; Mary Lownes. $ 1 ;
Mary Bisman, 25 cents; Donegal district,
$18: a cheerful giver, $2: a lender to the
Lord, Rheems. Pa., $ 1 ; J. H . Brechbill, $5;
Anna Nissley. $5; Anna Strouse, 25 cents;
Jonathan Lyons. $5; Mrs. Jno. A. Bartroff,
$5: Ida Bartroff Snyder. $5: Mary and
Elizabeth Hoover, $10; a brother and wife,
$510; Michael Bucher, $10; Mrs. John
Kraybill, $5; Millersburg sister. $ 1 ; D. M.
Book, $5; Mrs. D. M. Book, $1 ; endowment fund interest. $121.55; donations to
Hannah Baker, $10; H . G. Eisenmenger,
$ 1 ; Anna Hurst, $ 1 ; Mowersville district,
$4.55; Philena Dambaugh. $1 ; a friend,
$2; a brother, $5; David Currie. $1 ; Belle
Springs. Kans., $7.50: Black Creek, O n t ,
$16.03: Herman G. Miller, $4; contribution,
30 cents.
Our hearts rejoice that the Lord has not
forsaken the Orphanage. "Offer unto God
thanksgiving; and pay thy vows to the
Most High and call upon me in the day
of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou
shalt glorify me." (Psa. 50:14. T5-) May
the Lord bless the givers is our prayer.
S. R.

SMITH,

Secretary and Treasurer.
Des Moines Mission.
Repot from April 1 to May 4, 1908.
DONATIONS.

Mrs. Sarah Custer, Springfield. O.. $1 ;
Henry and Mav Schneider, Burton. Mich.,
$5; Mary Trump. Polo, 111., $ 1 ; Isaac
T>ump. Polo. 111., $1 : Emanuel Winger and
wife. Stevensville, Ont.. $10; J. B. Winger,
Kohler, Ont., $ 1 ; Rose Bank S. S.. Hope,
Kans., $20; J. I. N., Abilene. Kans., $2;
rental for one room in Mission for one
month, $2: Bro. Wm. Brenner, for water
rent, $ 1 ; Pleasant Hill S. S.. Hamlin,
Kans., $12.50. Total receipts, $56.50.
EXPENSES.

For water, gas and fuel for Mission and
residence, $11: for groce-ies and other eataDles. $19.75; incendentals, $5.50. Total expenses to May 4, 1908, $36.25.
Balance due Mission. April 1st,.. .$18.59.
Balance in favor of Mission, May 4,
$1.66.
Many thanks to the dear readers of the
VISITOR for their prompt and cheerful help-
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fulness. The Lord bless you all abundantly
for Jesus' sake. We rejoice in the hope
of the glory of God, and are looking for
our Lord's return in great power, when all
his enemies shall be destroyed by the
breath of his mouth—when he shall be admired by all his saints. The Lord is with
us and blessing the work.
Yours most cheerfully,
J. R. AND A N N I E ZOOK.

o •<• t
Buffalo M i s s i o n .
Report for March and April, 1908.
Balance on hand,

1.70.

DONATIONS.

Abraham Winger, $1 ; Susan Rhodes, $1 ;
Nancy Rhodes, $1.50; Anna Hursh, $ 1 ;
Bro. and Sister Walters, 70 cents; Carl
Rambadt, $1 ; Sr. Fanny Heise, $5; a
brother, 28 cents; a brother, 50 cents;
Jerome Neidrauer, $2; Samuel Galley, $ 1 ;
Bro. Geo. Galloway, $ 1 ; Elmer Robert, $2;
Bro. and Sr. Emanuel Winger, $5; S. R.
Smith, $5; Bro. and Sr. Josiah Bosler, $2;
Sister Ehlers, $ 1 ; Darius Sider, $2; H o w ard Berry. $1 ; Walter Max, $5; Bro. and
Sr. J. B. Caskey, $ 3 ; Sister Kraybill, $1.
EXPENSES.

Coal and light bill. $8.31 ; household
supplies, $5; groceries, sundries, etc.,
$36.62.
Balance on hand,
$3-75PROVISIONS

DONATED.

Crate of eggs from Louisville, Ohio.
Provisions from Clarence Center.
Philadelphia Mission.
Report for April.
Balance on hand.

$13504.

RECEIPTS.

Dysart, la.. $2; Cashtown, Ont., $1 ;
D e n y Chu.ch, Pa., $10; Coleta, 111., $5;
Burto-i. Mich.. $ 3 : Rosebank S. S., Kans.,
$i6.7S ; Hamlin. Kans.. $3 ; Greencastle, Pa.,
$2; Martinsbiug, Pa., $5; Calidonia, Mich.,
$1 : Cambridge City. Ind.. $5; Lost Springs,
Kans., $2; Perry Station, O n t , $7.50; Mercersburg. Pa.. $2; Lebanon, Pa., $ 1 ; Mansfield. O.. $ 1 : Perry Station. O n t , $ 1 ; Canton. O., S. S., $5.97. Total, $210.29.
Sliippensburg, Pa.. 1 box clothing and
potatoes: Marietta, Pa.. I bbl. potatoes, apples ; Elizabethtown, Pa., 3 bags potatoes;
Allen, Pa.. 3 bags potatoes; Marietta, Pa.,
1 bbl apples.
EXPENSES.

Coal. $12.50; Mission work. $18.97; poor,
$:g.o3.

•• »
Subscription Credits.
From April 24 to May 7.
Saiah Sp; ankle. James Blagg, R. E. Hershey. J - o . r c m m y , Abilene, Kans., (benevolent). D. W. Brunner, Emanuel Gingrich, A. J. Trump, Moses Fike (benevolent), S. B. Stoner (benevolent), David
Hitz. J.- O. Kanode, Jacob Stern, Anna
Shellabarsrer, Isaac C. Engle, Mrs. Lydia
Stor.er, Chas. Moore, John Hamaker, A. C.
Newcomer, Mrs. N. Deaton, John Hoberty,
B. Ditrich. Z. Troyer, Isaac Baker, Arthur
Hake. B. S. H e r r (benevolent), Anna Zimmerman (benevolent), J. W. Elabarger
(benevolent). Charlotte Bruner, E. E.
Kauffman. C. C. Swalm, H. G. Engle, M- s.
D. Barkman, Martin
Kiesel,
Frances
Buckwalter, Maggie Allison, John Eisenme'.iger. F . A. Walno. Ezra
Pringle,
Florence Neidrauer. Mrs. Heximer, Carl
R a m b a t John Keeton, Geo. Bentzel. W m .
P. Keely. S. C. Eshelman. J. Clayton
Asper, T. Clark Asper, Mrs. M. Viola
Russel. J. Wert, J. L. B ubaker, J. M. H o s t e t t c , Tacnb Wolgemuth. Rosa Schaefer,
A. Z. Hess. J. K. Kreider. A. H. Shank,
E.'i N. Ginder. Samuel Sollenberger, J. B.
r — ' e i'be"e-olentL Marv K. Herr. Jesse
I. Haldefnan. Mrs. D. Merilatt Mrs. Emma
Dahoff, Albert Hunt. Mrs. Louisa Wineert. M. A. Churchhill. Walte- Max. T. W .
Welsh. Charlotte Bruner, Wm. Heldt,
Cath. Breneman.
.
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A P o e m for " S h u t - I n s . "
God gives us the beautiful sunshine,
That comes from afar to us here;
H e sends us our joys and our pleasures,
The friends and all we hold dear.
He knows that we have our sorrows
And suffering, that follow life through,
But, in times of great tribulation,
He comes and stays with us, too.
H e is there where the gloom seems the
darkest—
'Tis earth's veil that hides him from
view;
Reach out! with faith you can touch him,
His hand is extended toward you.
For he knows why the pain and the anguish
Seem more than your share to-day,
And just when he thinks best for you,
He'll wipe every tear drop away.
We can't understand our afflictions,
For God's plan no one can tell:
But we know in his infinite wisdom.
All things are done wisely and well
And the darker the clouds gather• Wund
roui
you,
The brighter will the sunlight be,
When the glorious beauty of heaven,
Is revealed by the Master to. thee.
As the child by the Father is pitied.
Even so does your God pity you;
For he notes the fall of each sparrow,
And feeds it and cares for it too.
And j'ou, with a soul that's immortal.
Which was formed in his image above,
Are the dearest of all his creations,.
The child of his care and his love.
—Lyman B. Melius.
. --SELECTED BY FRANCES B. HEISEY.

Give what you have. To some one it
may be better than you dare to think.—H.
W. Longfellow.

MARRIAGES.
M U S S E R — S E N . — O n March 30, 1908,
Ezra Benjamin Musser and Toru Lota Sen
were united in holy matrimony by Rev.
H u r y Narhine, of Lucknow, India.
K E E F E R — Y I N G S T — O n May 2, 1908,
John E. Keefer, of Millersburg, Pa., and
Sr. Mae L. Yingst, of Middletown, Pa.,
were united in holy wedlock at the home
of Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Lebo, Harrisburg,
Pa., Geo. Detwiler officiating.

OBITUARIES.
H E R S H E Y . — B r o . Joseph E. Hershey,
of Hummelstown, Pa., for many years a
faithful and consistent member of the
church, passed away in peace at his home,
March 13, 1908, aged 57 years, 10 months
and 6 days. His illness was prolonged, at
times seeming critical then again convalescent, but the end came finally and was
met with Christian fortitude. H e leaves to
mourn his departure, a sorrowing wife, five
sons and three daughters, all of whom
have professed salvation through repentance toward God and faith toward our
Lord Jesus Christ. May they follow their
parents as their parents followed Christ.
Text, selected by the family. "Precious in
the sight of the Lord is the death of his
saints." (Psa. 116:15.)
B I T N E R — Bro. Christian Bitner, of
Bertie, Welland county, Ontario, died at
his home on the 27th of April, aged 79
years, 3 months and 23 days. Bro. Bitner and wife, who now survives him, were
converted and joined the Brethren fortyone years ago and lived consistent members ever since, he being elected deacon
soon after his conversion. H e leaves besides the widow to mourn their great loss,
three sons and three daughters: Mira and
George at home, unmarried, Elliott, with
his family on the old home place, Craten.
near by with his family, Minnie (Mrs. Geo.
Pliley) in Crowland, and Elsie
(Mrs.
Joseph Learn) near by. Three children are

members of our church. Funeral was held
on the 30th in the Brethren's M. H . of
Black Creek. Obsequies improved by A.
Bearss, assisted by N. C. Michael. Subject, " T h e dying Christian," from II. Tim.
4 :7, 8. Interment in cemetery near by.
K E N S I N G E R . — B r o . David B. Kensiriger was born at Clover Creek, Blair
county, Pa., June 23, 1835. and died at the
home of his son. John S. Kensinger, of
illness incident to old age, March 26, 1908,
aged 72 years, 9 months and 3 days. On
June 3, 1857, he was married to Mary
Smouse. Seven sons were born to this
union, the eldest of whom died in infancy.
The others with their mother
survive.
They are Levi of Henrietta, Pa., Reuben
of Clover Creek, Pa., Andrew, John and
David of Roaring Spring, and Frank, of
Altoona, Pa. Bro. Kensinger was a member of the church for forty-two years.
The funeral service was conducted by the
home brethren.
Text, John 1:44, "I
have found him."
• STERN.—Bro. John B. Stern, of Taylor township, Blair county, Pa., died April
26,' 1908, at the home of his son, Fred
Stern, near the Oak Grove school-house,
aged 75- years, 6 months and 15 days. H e
was born in Bedford county, Pa. H e was
a member of the Brethren
in
Christ
Church for many years. H e was married
when a young man to Elizabeth Kauffman,
who preceded him to the grave several
years ago, and is survived by three sons.
William, Fred and Calvin. He is also
survived by one brother, Samuel B. Stern
of Massillon, Ohio. Funeral • service was
conducted by Bro. F r a n k ' Brown at the
Dunkard Cross Road -church, April 28,
1908. Text. Numbers 23. part of verse 10,
''Let me die the death of the righteous."
SWALM.—Died. April 24, 1908, .- near
Duntroon, Nottawasaga, Ontario. * Sister
Alice Swalm, beloved wife of Bro. Isaac
Swalm, aged 34 years. Numeral service was
conducted by Elders H. Hisey, of Markham, and C. Baker.
Death has been here and borne away
A loving and faithful wife;
Her body to its kindred clay.
Her spirit to eternal life.
When standing round her dying bed.
We prayed that she might yet be spared:
But Jesus called to her and said:
"Your heavenly home is now prepared."
Our gracious God, who rules on high.
Well knows for Christians what ,is best;
And when he called his child to. die.
H e took her to his heavenly rest.
We bow unto thy sovereign will,
And say: "O God, thv will be done :"
We know that he can cleanse us still.
For Jesus' sake, God's only Son.
Friends and relations gathered round.
To see dear Alice in her shroud:
And bitter tears fell to the ground.
Through all that vast assembled crowd.
How lonely now the evenings feel :
That little house is filled with gloom:
No more at prayer shall Alice kneel :
They've laid her in the silent tomb.
And now, dear sister, fare thee well.
Until we meet in heaven above:
When all God's children there shall dwell
In everlasting bliss and love.
—SELECTED BY ROY BOYD.

STERN.—Bro. Jacob Stern, of Taylor
townshin. Blair county. Pa., died at the
home of- his daughter, Mrs, Ellen Feather,
on April IQ. 1908. aged 78 years. 1 month
and 19 days. In 1853 deceased was married to Sarah Hoffman. T o this union
were born five children of whom one
daughter. Mary, died a year ago. The survivintr children are Mrs. S. B. Stoner, of
Hamlin, Kans.. Mrs. Wm. Feather of Taylor
^township,
and Isaac and Aaron
of the same township. Both of the sons
are in the ministry. His wife preceded
him to the s p r i t world a number of years.

['8o6i 'Si AEJ,\T

The funeral service was held at the
Snyder Cross Roads church, being conducted by the brethren, Frank Brown and
Martin Miller. Text, Rev. 2:10. Interment at the Replogle cemetery near Woodbury. H e was for many years a respected
member of the Brethren in Christ church,
and was highly respected in his community. The . funeral
was largely
attended.
MATER.—Bro. Jacob Mater died at his
home in Wainfleet, Welland county. Ontario, • on the 22nd of April, aged 69 years,
11 months and 2 days. Bro. Mater was not
right well all Winter, and pneumonia developing he was soon gone. H e leaves
to mourn their loss which is keenly
felt both by the church and family, a wife,
two brothers and one sister, one son and
three daughters, John, with his family at
home. Dora, the youngest, now left with
her mother under the same roof, Mrs.
John Case, and Mrs. H a r e m Marr, all living near by. The widow that i ^ left has
been a life-long member of our church.
Bro. M. put it.off until about three years
ago when he became converted and was
happy in the service of the Master, being
faithful until death. Three children are
also members of our church. Funeral on
the 25th from the house to the Brethren's
church near by. Occasion was improved
by A. Bearss. Subject, " T h e planting and
growth in a Christian life." from
Psa.
92:12-15. Interment in Brethren's cemetery near by.
ELABARGER.—John
W.
Elabarger
was born in Lancaster county, Pa., August 10, 1829. H e departed this life at his
residence in Henry county, Indiana, April
23,' 1908, at the age of 78 years, 8 months
and 13 days. He was the, son of Daniel
and Catherine Elabarger. ^'ho emigrated
from their native State to Wayne county,
Indiana, when he was four years Old.
Septeinber 9; 1839, the family removed
from Wayne into Henry county on the
premises where he has lived for more than
68 years. ''"On November 22, 1855. he was
married to Mary, the daughter of Christian "and Elizabeth Herr. who also were
natives of Lancaster county, Pa: T o them
were born seven children, six sons and j)ne
daughter who, with the exception of one
. son, John Benjamin, who died in Dublin,
Ind.. November 17, 1887. are still living.
Besides his wife and six children he is
survived by eight grandchildren.
About
the year 1862 he. together with his wife,
united with the Brethren in Christ, commonly known as the River Brethren, and
up to his death has adhered to the practices and doctrines of that Church. Those «
who knew him best attest the genuineness
of his profession and the sweetness of his
Christian character. In his family relations he was loving and true.
Nothing
was too arduous if it only brought joy and
comfort to his dear wife and
children.
While the children were small he often
told them that he hoped and prayed that
his life might be spared until they all
should be grown up. H e endeavored to
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, reading almost dailyfrom the Bible and opening and closing
each day with prayer. H e always prayed
for his children, his neighbors, and his
neighbors' children. His last illness was
not only sudden but »very unexpected.
On Monday he seemed more cheerful and
active than usual. Tuesday morning it
was impossible to arouse him at time of
rising; and up to the time of his death,
which was peaceful and auiet. he never
regained consciousness. We believe that
his memory will be a benediction, and that
the world is better than he found it. T h e
funeral services were conducted at Locust
Grove church. on
Saturday
morning,
April 25. by Rev. Abram Engle. of Dayton. O., assisted by Rev. Jacob Wingert,
of New Carlisle, Ohio. The interment took
place in the cemetery of the church. The
nail-hearers were Rufus Elabarger of St.
Louis. Alexander Good of Arcadia. Bery
F. Wissler of Richmond. Criss Wissler
of New Lisbon. John R. H e r r of Cambridge City, and Edward Elabarger of
Richmond, nephews of the deceased.

